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EXPLANATORY 

MUCH of die material in diii book was written originally 
as a newspaper serial and was dierefore designed to 
appeal to die general public In rounding it into shape 
for a book, suppljring die necessary addenda and making much 
needed revision, the audior has still made every efiort to avoid 
as much as possible die use of technical tarms, at die same time 
trying in popular language to be scientifically exact 
Neverdidess it has been impossible to avoid certain e]q>ressions 
which are probably unfamiliar to diose not acquainted widi 
bird-lore. If die notes and sketches herein shall in any degree 
entertain the reader and lead him to desire a more intimate 
knowledge of die birds of diis G>unty, it is advised that die 
book be used in conjunction widi an omidiological work in 
which die audior has gone more deeply into technicalities. 

The Field-marks are, in die main, but mere outlines of the 
Inrds as we see them in the <^>en, the descriptions of the 
plumages appljring solely to the male in die breeding season 
except where odierwise indicated; closer analyses of die birds 
of die East have been prepared and are readily available. 
Attention is particularly called to die scale of measurement 
in die plates made from Mr. Richard's drawings. This is 
found in die flourish line undemeadi die artist*s initials, which 
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16 Explanatory 

in every iutance represents one inch in relation to die size of 
tlie bird. The numerab which follow die scientific name of 
die species re|Nresent die length of die bird from die tip of die 
bill to die end of die tail when stretched out on the 
taxidermist's table; but when it is considered that individuals 
of the same species often differ considerably in length, and that 
when die bird is in motion its spinal column is curved, thus 
rendering it shorter, these figures will not be taken too seriously 
as aids to field work. However, to die entirely unsophisticated, 
diey may serve to show diat a Hummingbird is smaller dian a 
Great Blue Heron. 

The drawings were made from mounted models, which in 
several instances were prepared especially for this purpose. 
The photographs were made in the field by an expert 
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Golden-Crowned Kinglet 
Winter Wren 
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INTRODUCTION 

HE Valley of die Hudson is one of die 
greatest hifijbways for bird migration on 
die continent It is die natural roadway 
to die breeding grounds in die Adirondacks* 
northern New England, and Canada for die 
majority of the species diat come up from the Soudi along die 
Adantic sea coast, or diose diat pass over die Alleijianian range 
in Virginia, Maryland or Pennsylvania and take to the eastern 
route. A number of birds remain b die lower Hudson Valley 
to build their nests and rear dieir young, but after aU available 
records have been gone over, it appears diat one hundred and 
ninety-five birds reach Albany G>unty, to which may be added 
a hypothetical list of fourteen G>unty visitants. Many of diese 
pause here but a short time and then respond to the irresistible 
Call, but a considerable number remain widi us through die 
better part of die Summer, and breed. 

The homing of the birds begins early in die Spring. Then, 
when March or ^ril winds are singing plaintive melodies 
througji the bare branches of die elms and maples, and in die 
dark hill recesses and on whitened uplands we seem almost to 
hear the mystical sounds of green buds swelling and die 
upward gush of hidden springs, listening ears can catch die 
welcome notes of Bluebird, Robin, Song Sparrow, Red-winged 
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18 Introduction 

Bkckbird, and odien of die hardy troop ifaat face the rigors 
of this early season. About the time ifae first duster of pale 
blue Hq>atica blossoms is found nestling among the brown 
leaves, a number of birds have appeared, and we ask oursdves 
the question. What i^ulse brings die birds home again? 

We are face to face, now, widi the great world-problem 
of bird migration. But there is no answer, diat we know, 
under the azure dome of our April heaven. Various theories 
have been advanced by learned omidiologists of Europe and 
America, but it is generally acknowledged diat none of them 
has found the ri|^t key, and die door to the mjrstery still 
remains unlocked. It is not die purpose of this work to 
enter upon this discussicm, w even to summarize die theories 
already presented; but as aU mysteries have dieir charm, and 
die riddle of bird migration is one of die most alluring of 
diem all, it seems not out of place to call die reader's attention 
to die movement of the birds, which, twice a year, goes on 
about us. 

In May come the Warblers (Mniotiltidae), the daintiest, 
bri^test colored, and the least known family of birds. They 
move in *Vaves,** or companies, often con4)Osed of several 
hundred individuals and a number of species. The gentle 
slopes of the Hudson Valley in this part of the State, where 
small woods and second growth abound, and eq>edaUy the 
Ktde ravines diat are found here and diere, north and south of 
Albany, are wdl adapted to the Warblers. I speak of die 
Mniotiltidfle as being the least known family of birds; by 
this I mean that Farmer Babcock, or die Dweller m Cities, 
may never have seen or heard of diem, but die careful bird 
student knows diem and appredates dieir beauty. 
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Introduction 19 

By the first of June all die birds have arrived, those that 
breed farther north have passed on and our own Summer 
birds are absorbed widi nesting cares. In midsummer the 
birds are less active and sing litde, but by die first of September 
the soudiward migration has begun. The Fall migration is 
not so conspicuous as diat of Spring, as we already have birds 
widi us, die arrivals from the North are more silent, and die 
local birds slq> off quietly on the southern journey. 

I might have begun this book by announcing to the 
unsophisticated reader diat the avifauna of eastern North 
America is divided mto seventeen Orders; diat thirteen Orders 
are represoited m Albany G>unty; that several of diese 
Orders are divided and subdivided mto many Families; diat 
the Order Passeres is die largest, and includes perdiing birds; 
that the Order Raptores includes die birds of prey, such as 
die eagles, hawks, owls, etc. ; diat m the Order Macrochires is 
found die apparendy strange circumstance of the dimmutive 
Hummini^d and somewhat grotesque Nighdiawk and Whip- 
poor-will, classed togedier; diat die Order Pid contains 
die woodpeckers, and so on; but what would be die use? 
If I did so you would probably picture me as an etiolated old 
gentleman widi but a wiq^ of hair left on his cranium, widi 
lean shanks m dili^idated pantaloons, and surrounded by a 
formidable array of dried specimens, and books of learned 
appearance. 

The musician must first master technique before he can 
secure die finest artistic effects, but not so widi die omithobgist, 
or die bird student Once upon a time die museum q>ecimen 
and the book came first, but not so widi the present generation. 
We go immediately to die fields and are greeted at once by die 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 Introduction 

bird chorus m full voice; we loaf in sylvan byways, or linger 
where the lush grass grows most luzuriandy by die water*s 
edge; perhaps we throw ourselves down in some June meadow 
where die daisies lie like sheets of snow, or mayhap we pull 
ourselves up some mountain side midst ferns and moss-covered 
rocks; but we certainly avoid the museum until we have 
caught at least a i^impse of die soul of omidiology. And it 
has a soul, well-defined, clear, and distinct, but not until we 
have felt it do we really know what it means to be abroad 
widi die birds. 

The average city-bred person is a savage in the bird vforl^. 
And as die savage would probably not exacdy understand or 
appreciate die complexities of a great chorus from one of 
Mendelssohn's or Handel's oratorios, so he who goes forth 
from die city for die first time to listen to and know die birds 
is apt to be overwhelmed by didr numbers and the variety of 
dieir notes. The flash of orange and black dirough die 
blossoms of die fruit orchard is dazzling; the zig-zag, ringing 
tones m a nearby woodland diicket are startling and incompre- 
hensible; so die bubbling song of the tiny bunch of feadiers 
that darts dirougji die rushes along die river front It needs 
a tutor to point out diat the minstrel in orange and black is 
die Baltimore Oriole, a very common bird in Washington Park 
and all die environs of Albany; diat die bird widi die 
up-and-down song is die Golden-crowned Thrush, <Nr Ovenbird, 
and diat die last, die bird along die river, is die Long-billed 
Marsh Wren, both die latter being also abundant residents of 
Albany G>unty. 

In diis book I have made die attempt, modesdy, of course, 
to act as a tutor m die field. Our glass is our only weapon. 
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Introduction 21 

and M we stroll through meadow or wood, or even in 
Washington Park, we endeavor to establish die identity of 
die birds by means of the **FieId-marks** given herein. These 
short analyses of die birds* principal characters are, in the 
main, but quick, impressionistic oudines of die feadiered folk, 
my only object being to present die most salient features in 
plumage, call-notes or movements, as the bird is seen widi 
the naked eye or glass in its natural haunts. In several 
instances I have gone beyond this, led by personal interest in 
some particular bird; I have also used a various manner in 
treating of a number of species; several of die biographies are 
essay-like, odiers smack of die conventional **bird-book,'* and 
still odiers bear die earmarks of die mere catalogue; suffice it 
to say, all diis has been intentional and dierefore I have no 
apologies to make. 

Very litde space has been given to bird-songs as I believe 
diat diis subject has already been overdone. It is also practically 
impossible to reproduce in cold type any of die wild beauty, 
the thrilling loveliness of die most perfect bird-songs. The 
music reviewer always finds himself severely handicapped as 
he tries to tell his readers in mere words something about die 
glories of die s3rmphony he has heard. Therefore I have Utde 
to say about die music made by the birds. If you wish to 
hear it, go out m die fields and listen; and if my litde book 
will have aided anyone to know die minstrels better, either 
by die coats ihey wear, or dieir habits of Ufe, perhaps I shall 
not have written in vain. 
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THE BIRDS 

OF 

ALBANY COUNTY 



ORDER PASSERES 

SUBORDBR OSCINES 

Family Turdidae 

Bluebird. — Sialia $iaUs. 7.04 

Very Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Upper parts bright blue; throat, breast and 
sides reddish-brown. Female, duller. 

So many pretty things have been said by poets and 
naturalists about this little harl»nger of Spring that it is next 
lo in4)ossible to characterize him anew. Neverthdess, the 
writers have not agreed as lo the date of his arrival in our 
cold Northland. His principal dBstinction is his being so 
widely and generaUy known to aU classes of persons. About 
every newspaper in the country announces his arrival f^Mn the 
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24 The Birds of Albany County 

Soudi, and even diou|^ die dates rardy agree, it is evident dial 
he has a place in die affections of all, aldiou^^ he may 
be only a symbol of the approaching resurrection of life. I 
have seen Bluebirds on die ice in February and ifaey did 
not seem to mind their frosty surroundings. Hoffman sajrs 
diat **In southern Gmnecticut and Rhode Island, especiaUy 
along die Sound, and in die lower Hudson VaUey, small 
flocks of Bluebirds spend the Winter, feeding largely on 
berries.** I have no doubt of this statement, as it was in 
central Ginnecticut that I saw Bluebirds in February. No 
writer, to my knowledge, has ever recorded their presence as 
far nordi as Albany Giunty in midwinter, and I believe dial 
the middle or the latter part of March is about die time their 
faint, lisping warble is first heard in this section. I am not 
going to repeat any of the conqilimentary things already 
written about Bluebird, but I will try and typify him myself. 
Far more dian a symbol of die OMning recrudescence of 
nature, he is the type of perfect innocence. His attitude on 
limb or fence-post betokens confidence in all men. His 
movements are always gende and devoid of any show of 
haste or alarm. He allows jrou to approach quite close to 
him and look upon his azure back and russet breast If he 
finally flits away to some nearby perch his fli^t is calm and 
unflurried and his pose unostentadous. As I have said 
elsewhere he never betrays emotion and his serenity we may 
not always understand, but surely he is die optimist of die 
feathered world. One writer says diat Bluebird's song 
breadies of love. Very true; but it is certainly an ediereal 
type, widi no suggestion of die dross of die world. 
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Bluebird 25 

Bluebird is somelfaing more than a symbol. He and his 
more modest-hued wife have duties to perform in the springtime 
quite as well as odier birds not so well known to the human 
family. The home is generally in a hollow limb or birdhouse, 
but Bluebird never excavates for himself. Like the Great 
Crested Flycatcher and House Wren, he hunts about until he 
has found a convenient hollow, which has either been fashioned 
by the beak of a Woodpecker or through the process of natural 
decay, and therein builds the nest of soft grass. From four 
lo six pale blue eggs are laid and sometimes die first set is 
ooni^ete by April 15. Two or diree broods are reared in 
a season. Bluebirds have few enemies to contend with, and 
they are as numerous now as when our grandfathers 
were boys. They are not so often seen in cities as formerly, 
as they have been driven out by the En|^ Sparrows. But 
stroll out in the country a mile or so in die early Spring and 
you will be greeted by them on every side. 

American Robin. — Merula mgratma. 10.00 

Very Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Head black, white spot over eye; back dark 
gray; diroat white, spotted widi black; rest of under 
parts light reddish-brown; bill yellow. 

While die writer who said that Robins were, *'mosdy 
fools,** may have been rather too sweeinng, still, close observers 
cannot deny that this bird displays a surprising lack of wit on 
most occasions. The strongest evidence against him m this 
regard is his way of always acting half scared to deadi. 
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26 The Birds of Albany County 

The majority of penont know Robin, by tight at least, and 
it is safe U> say that not one in a thousand would do him hann. 
He hat benefited more than any other bird by the advance of 
man's civilization and he increases rather than diminishes in 
numben. Parks and lawns, where hawb never come, are 
his favorite abiding places now, where once he was forced to 
dwell in primeval wilds at the mercy of many natural enemies. 
Man has acted consciously and unconsdoudy, as his protector. 
To be sure we still have cats with us and it cannot be 
overiooked that Puss is cxtremdy fond of tender Robin, but 
this is no reason why he should go through the world acting 
as though every human had a gun under his coat tails. Such 
behavior is uncomplimentary to say the least 

Watch Robin as he hops rapidly over the dose-cropped 
grass about your home. His head is in the air and he has 
a wild look in his eyes. Even if he stops to pull a worm out 
of the earth he keeps wdl on the lookout for fancied enemies. 
Approach him ever so gendy and he flies away as though Ae 
evil one were after him, uttering the while his rapid rip, rip, 
rip. rip. rip. 

Then he uses very litde discretion about his nest If old 
Moses Babcock, the farmer, while mowing his orchard happens 
to siring his scythe under the fruit tree where Robin has his 
habitaticm, he is prompdy abused in vodferous tones by both 
Mr. and Mrs. Robin, though any fool knows, that Farmer 
Babcock would not harm them or their four blue eggs for a 
hundred acres of his ndghbor*s best land. And if Moses 
Babcock, Jr., diould be caugjit by his sire in the act of 
squirming up to the said nest, he would straightway feel die 
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American Robin 27 

weight of a horny hand. Of course young Mose sometiniet 
does loot RoUn^t domkUe, but diat is because Robin has given 
away his hiding place by indiscreet and unnecessary screaming. 
Birds probably never swear, but ofttimes it seems as though 
Robin comes painfully near it. There is rarely any reason for 
this resoitment, but if a himian should sometimes swear at 
Robin it might be pardonable. 

Despite die foregoing, slighdy disparaging remarks, it cannot 
be ignored that Robin has some admirable characteristics. 
His utility in the economic scheme of things has long been 
recognized by the agriculturist He eats a few cherries — 
why should he not? — but the noxious worms and grubs diat 
fall victims to his excellent appetite, more than compensate 
for any alleged wrong-doing in cherry time. He is also a 
trim, wdl-groomed, and altogedier handsome bird, and there- 
fore an ornament to our parks and lawns. Imagine Washington 
Park without the RobinsI thqr are everywhere and animate 
every c^ade and nook. 

RoUn certainly can sing. His favorite time is generally 

m the early morning or the late afternoon, and April is the time 

of the year when he is at his best I stood at sunset one 

afternoon near the Capitol and listened to the singing of a 

RoUn which was balanced on the bare branch of a Maple 

and silhouetted against the fading sky. He was a master 

among his kind, and in his liquid notes I seemed to catch 

the words: 

O, beautiful I Beautiful I 

Mortals heart 
Gloryl O, 8^1 

Sprmgtime s here. 
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28 The Birds of Albany County 

While migratory as his sdcntific name in^dics, individuak 
frequendy are found in Wmler in warm vallesrs as far north 
as Albany Gnmty. 

Throughout the Sunmier, Robm builds his nest in any decent 
sort of place. I have seen them in sand banks, on beams in 
old sheds, and in trees of all kinds. Baird, Brewer, and 
Ridgeway in their classic work, **The Land Birds,'* state that 
Robin lays five eggs. I have examined hundreds of nests in 
many parts of the East and never saw but four in one nest, 
though it may be that occasionally five are laid. 

Robin bears no relation to die English Robin Recbreast for 
he is classed widi the true Thrushes. The adult shows little 
trace of this, but die young-of-die-year have spotted breasts, 
which is one of the characteristics of Thrushes the world over. 



Hermit Thrush. — H^lodchla guttata pallasa. 7.20 

G>mmon Spring and Fall Migrant; Quite a Number Remain 
Through die Summer and Breed 

Field marks. — ^Tail reddish-brown, of a distincdy brighter 
shade than die olive-brown back; ashy, or tawny, 
diroat, streaked and q)Otted with black. 

This elegant bird, attractive in voice and personality, 
occasionally spends die Summer in Washington Park. In 
vocal powers he is regarded by many writers as die Nightingale 
of America, and while die migrating individuals seen about 
Albany are silent, those diat remain to breed sing freely. Mr. 
Horace G. Young informs me diat one sang gloriously near 
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die Albany G>untry Club late into June, 1907. As its name 
implies, die Hermit is extremely retiring, preferring well grown 
woods for an abiding place; still, one will occasionally 
approach die farmhouse, or even enter die city. A fine male 
spent die first two weeks of ^ril, 1 907, in die rear yard of 
die house where I have my lodgings on High Street. This 
yard is directly in die rear of die old home of die Albany 
Institute and Historical and Art Society. The bird did not 
mind die presence of die laundress hanging out dodies, but 
calmly surveyed die scene from die branches of a small peach 
tree. Hermit spent most of die time on die ground in die fence 
comers grubbing for worms. He was absolutely silent One 
morning while observing die bird from my room widi a glass 
I discovered near him two White-crowned Sparrows feeding 
on die ground. 

The Hermit's nest is placed on die ground; four greenish- 
blue eggs are laid. 



Wilson's Thrush ; Veery. — HylociMa fu$ce$cem. 7.50 

G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Tawny tinge, oftai overspreading its entire 
brown and white plumage; goierally stronger on the full 
throat 

The Veery is the commonest of die Thrush family m this 
Gnmty dirougjiout the Summer, frequenting moist woods, or 
low swamps where the undergrowth is thick. It can be easily 
distinguished from the odier Thrushes by the yellowish-brown 
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plumage and low, purring call-note. The tong, once heard, 
is never forgotten. I have found this Thnnh dit commonest 
m the wooded land soudi of die Schenectady Turnpike, near 
Wolf Road. 

The nest is i^aced on cur near the ground and contains four 
or five greenish-blue eggs. 



Wood Thrush. — H^ockhla musieUna. 8.28 

Sunmier Resident; not Common 

Field marks. — Head and upper parts reddish-brown; breast 
full, ashy to white, with large round black ^)ots. 

When Emerson said diat die morning woods are filled widi 
angels, he had probably just heard die matutinal song of die 
Wood Thrush. Had he listened to die same bird gushing 
forth its evening hymn b some cool, dark wood he doubdess 
would have gone furdier and proclaimed die arrival on eardi 
of some beatified spirit widi lyrt and voice divine. The 
concept is easy of conq>rdiension. While the vocal perfor- 
mance of several odier birds may be more brilliant, surely no 
feadiered creature on die American contment can so deeply 
sdr the soul as the Wood Thrush. It has several songs, all 
extremely fine, but the one diat I allude to, which has 
always seemed to me to be the bird's evening hsrmn, is 
something more than mere melody. It has a flooding quality. 
The soft voice of the flute is joined {Manissimo by die wood 
wind »choir and dien, die quivering strings perfecting the 
harmony, the wildwood is suddenly swept with delicious music 
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There it a pause, ifae shadows grow deeper and die song is 
repeated. Darker and darker grows ifae wood, die green 
leaves turn to black solid masses, die great trees are but faintly 
outlined against the sky; die Vmce becomes silent and die bird 
of plain plumage and gentle mien tucks its head under its wing 
and falls asleep, guarded by die Creator with as much care, 
1 venture to say, as man widi aU his works. 

Everything about Wood Thrush is attractive. His graceful 
shape, noble breast, and retiring manner invite the love and 
admiration of die b^older. 

The nest is a homely but comfortable structure of dry leaves 
and grass stuck together widi mud, and is placed in die fork 
of a tree, on a limb, or m a cluster of shrubbery, from five 
to ten feet from die ground, generally b close woods. The 
eggs are sky-blue, unspotted, and closely resemUe diose of 
the Robin. Wood Thrush is die rarest of die diree members 
of his family which breed in Albany Q>unty. 



OUVE-BACKED ThRUSH; SwaINSON*S ThRUSH. — 
Hyglocichla mtulaia trpoimom. 7.16 

Gray-cheeked Thrush. — H^lodchla aUd^i. 7.58 

Bicknell's Thrush. — H^lodchla atid^i bickneUi 
6.25-7.25 

So far as I have been able to learn, these three Thrushes are 
never seen m Albany G>unty save as Spring or Fall migrants, 
though it seems quite probable diat the Olive-backed may 
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occasionaUy breed in the higher parts of the Helderbergt. 
There are records of its nesting in the hi^er Catskills, but its 
summer home is in the Adirondacks and northern New 
England. Gray-cheek is seen here only as a rare migrant 
The Bicknell bird is a smaller species, with habits and range 
similar to die Gray-cheek. The diagnostic features of the 
three birds are so slight that even the trained ornithologist with 
a powerful glass often finds himself puzzled to differentiate 
between them. If one wishes really to know these Thrushes 
I would advise a close study of Chapman's analyses and a 
compariscMi of the sldns, which may be seen in any good 



Family SylviidcB 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet. — Regulm cd&idda. 4.42 

Common in Elarly Spring and Late FaU 

Field marks. — ^This, and following species, smallest birds seen 
here, except Hummingbird and Winter Wren; iq>per 
parts grasrish-olive; whitish wing-bars; under parte dull 
white; on close view the partially concealed, flaming-red 
crest may be revealed; feeds at die ends of twigs, 
preferring the hemlock. 

This diminutive habitant of bird-land is much more common 
in this County than the average observer realizes. I have seen 
a large number in Washington Park in die early Spring. 
Under excitement the feathers of the head are erected and the 
brilliant red qx>t is visible. It breeds from the northern border 
of die State northward. 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet. — ReguUu tatrapa. 4.05 

Q>niinoii Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — ^Even smaller than die preceding species; crown 
striped with orange and yellow; white line over eye; 
upper parts olive-gray; under parts dull white. 

The habits and breeding range of this species are practically 
identical with Aose of the Ruby-crowned, save diat the Utier 
bird goes farther south for die Winter. 



Family Paridae 

Subfieunily Farinas 

Chickadee. — P€Brm atrkapUluM. 5.26 

C>mmon Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — ^Utters its name constandy, often repeating the 
last syllable several times; head capped with Uack; rest 
of plumage black, gray, and white, widi sides buily. 

I have often thought that I would like to write a poem on 
Chickadee, but have never been able to fashion a metre or 
evolve a style that would do him full justice. He is sudi a 
diminutive creature, a mere tmy ball of feathers, and is so 
generally distributed that even the ornithologists have not 
devoted much space lo his life history, though not one has ever 
written anjihing about him of a disparaging nature. 
3 
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How could they? He is as inofieosive as a breeze-blown 
ball of thisdedown and it would be a clouded mind indeed 
that failed to appreciate his unfailing good nature, always in 
evidence in all seasons and in all weadier. While he is not 
partial to cities, he shows no concern when man invades his 
precincts. His attitude is radier one of complete indiflerence. 
The direct opposite of the Robin* he never betrays alarm at 
the presence of the animal wearing trousers and flits his way 
among the forest trees as thougji the said animal did not exist, 
even diougji several large specimens may be smaAing dirough 
the underbrush. Qiickadee is possessed of a curiosity, 
however, almost as pronounced as that of the Blue Jay and if 
you conduct yourself aright when in his vicinity he will be 
quite i^t to cease his foraging and mvestigate you. 

I have been looked over several times by Chickadees. I 
generaUy approach as close as possible to them and then stand 
or sit motionless. This sudden turn of affairs attracts their 
attention and they approach gradually. It has been claimed 
that diey will alight on one*s shoulder or head, but none has 
ever honored me to that extent I have had them come within 
three or four feet of me and then, evidently finding me too 
commoi^lace to warrant further attention, they have uttered 
a meUow cAicii^-a-Jee- Je- Je-<fe — JeJe, and gone their way. 

Piney woods are favorite haunts of the Chickadees. They 
generally travel in bands in cold weadier, and devote all their 
time to the search for food among the branches, about half the 
time hanging head downward. During the love-season the 
male has a simple, but exquisite litde song, several notes oi 
which sound like die softer tones of a flute heard at a distance. 
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But die bird's commoii call is certainly a very pleasing sound 
in the Winter. While walking througji die solemn aisles of 
some dark wood when the ground was carpeted widi snow» the 
brooks frozen into silence, and the wind chanting unearthly 
melodies dirougji die trees, I have often found die common 
notes of die Chickadees sweeter by far to my ears dian even 
die glorious warbling of die Veery in die full flush of die vernal 
season. 

Chickadee's cheery presence is found in Albany County the 
entire year. He never migrates and diougji in severe Winters 
he may find himself, sometimes, hard pressed for food, he 
never shows any discontent After the leaves come out in 
the Spring he is not so often seen for he has abandoned for die 
time his merry conqpanions, chosen a mate and gone to 
housekeeping. His home is set iq> in the hollow of a 
deciduous tree which he often excavates himself. As his beak 
is not very powerful he generally chooses a very much decayed 
limb in which to bore, ofttimes a crumbling white birch. The 
nest widiin die cavity is a perfect marvel. The material mosdy 
used is rabbit's hair, which is gathered along bunny's trails, 
diougji odier hair, soft vegetable fiber, and moss are used 
sparingly. All diis is woven mto a felt-like cup which serves 
as a soft resting place for die six or eight young. After 
family cares are over and die fledglings have been launched 
on die world. Chickadees become gregarious again and by 
October have resumed their winter habits. 
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HuDsoNiAN Chickadee. — Panu hudsomcut. 5.32 

Rare Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — General appearance similar to atricapUlus, but 
slightly longer; blacks replaced by bro%msh-^ay; 
plumage looks ragged. 

A few individuak of this species have been observed 
occasionally near West Albany in midwinter in company 
with common Chickadees or American Goldfinches. Its 
breeding range is farther north. While the habits of 
hudsomcus are similar to diose of our own cheerful little 
Chickadee, its notes are said to be quite unlike. 



Subfamily Sittinse 

White-breasted Nuthatch. — Sitia caroUnemU. 6.08 

Common in Spring and Fall; Rare in Summer and Midwinter 

Field marb. — Nasal note, described below, repeated con- 
stantly as it creeps up and down tree trunks; plumage 
grasridi-blue, black anid white. 

About the only note of this hardy bird — an oft repeated 
i^ofii^, krank. kratdt — is often die only sound one hears, when 
abroad in the woods in gray November or breezy March. 
Occasionally, as die love-season approaches, he becomes so gay 
as to atten4>t a slight song, which is mainly the repetition of 
one syUable on about the same key. He is not ezacdy a 
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Red-breasted Nuthatch 37 

crank, but is certainly quite eccentric in that he is so different 
from die birds of other families. Having heard his call you 
will shortly discover him jerkily clambering up and down the 
trunks and limbs of trees, searching for bugs and grubs. 

His plumage is always smooth and unruffled no matter how 
hard the wmd may blow. How he manages to keep himself 
so well groomed and still devote every minute of the day to 
grub-hunting, I never learned. 

This Nudiatch is a permanent resident of Albany Q>unty, 
thou^ in the coldest part of Winter very few are seen, die 
majority retiring further down the Hudson Valley, where there 
is better protection from the storms and bitter winds. The 
nest is built in a hole in a tree; eggs, five to eight, creamy 
white, q[>eckled v^di brown and lavender. 



Red-breasted Nuthatch. — Sitia canademU. 4.61 

Not Uncommon Spring and Fall Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Very similar to above species, but much 
smaller; under parts reddish-brown. 

I have found these birds more common hereabouts m die 
Fall than m die Spring. It has a nasal call, but leu 
pronounced than its near relative die White-breasted Nudiatch. 
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Family Certhiidse 

Brown Creeper. — Caihia famliaris americana. 5.65 

Rare Fall, Winter, and Elarly Spring Visitant 

Field marks. — Brownish bird; creeps along the bark of trees; 
looks like a mouse in feadiers; slender, curved bill. 

It is hard to observe this bird because of its neutral colors 
and shy disposition; but only a glimpse is necessary to establish 
its identity, for there is no other bird here at all like it 



Family Troglodjrtidae 

Subfamily Troglodytinae 

Long-billed Marsh Wren. — Tdmaioiyitt palmtrU. 

5.21 

Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Conspicuous white line over eye; under parte 
white; upper parte streaked and barred with dark 
brown; never seen anjrwhere save in reedy marshes. 

Wherever cattails abound, along the Hudson River, in 
marshes or about inland creeks or ponds of this County, the 
effervescing, delightful, and incessant song of this litde creature 
is heard througjiout the breeding season. One cannot fail 
to find diem, for, cm approaching a colony, they seem to exist 
by the hundreds, as all sing at once, both on the wing and 
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while twinging on the tall reeck. The song is as indescribable 
as the Bobolink's and once heard will never be taken (or any 
other. These birds are quite common near Watervliet The 
nests are globular in form, constructed of grass and flags, and 
placed in a cluster of cattaik. The entrance is through a 
small hole in the side. From five to nine chocolate-hued eggs 
are laid. The male, to amuse himself and to work off super- 
fluous energy, builds several mock nests near the family 
domicile, but so far as known diey are never occupied. 

The Short-billed Marsh Wren (Cistothonis stellaris. 
4.00) may be present in Albany Q>unty, but I admit 
never having seen it, and know no one who has. 



Winter Wren. — Olbiarchilus hiemalU. 4.05 

Spring and Fall Migrant and Rare Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — ^Tawny line over eye; entire plumage finely 
barred with varying shades of brown; turns tail over 
back; fond of frequenting brush piles. 

The observer of the Inrds who has caugjit a glimpse of this 
wonderfully active little sprite in its favorite haunts — ^the 
depths of cool, dark woods along some tiny, tinkling rivulet — 
may well esteem himself fortunate. To be sure it is radier 
difficult to distinguish this bird from die House Wren, 
Troglcdyics aedotu but, once familiar widi its various 
characteristics, the problem is much simplified. Aedon is apt 
to be the more neighborly, invading viUages and towns and 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 The Biros of Albany County 

Tearing its young in convenient bird-boxes* while hiemalU is 
fHrimarily a bird of the wilds, and asks litde odds of man and 
kis contrivances. The '^X^ter Wren has much the shorter 
tail, which b mvariably turned over the back and p<Mnted 
towards the head in a very conncal and wren-like manner. 
Besides, he has a habit of nodding at you, or courte^ying, which 
should serve to identify him at once. 

But the resident of Albany Onmty will not be apt to 
encounter the difficulty of distinguishing between these two 
closely allied species, except in early Spring and late Fall. 
You may look for the Winter Wren in woods along streams, 
by dark roadsides, and particularly in brush heaps, in and out 
of which he darts widi such raindity that one's eye must be 
very sharp to detect him. In an obscure comer of one of 
these brush heaps, in a cluster of black rootlets, or within a 
litde mossy cavern close to a singing, sylvan stream his nest 
is placed. In Albany G>unty this very mouse of a bird is 
only a traveller, on his way from the pbey woods of Virginia, 
to more nordiem latitudes. I have never seen his nest outside 
Ae museum but Chapman says: **Breeds from the Nordiem 
States northward, and southward along the Alle^^anies to 
Nordi Carolina.** Rarely he is found in '^X^ter as far north 
as Massachusetts and die lower Hudson Valley. 

A male specimen^ of this beautiful little creature, now in 
the State Museum in Albany, I had die good fortune to 
discover in a wooded H>ot near die Normanskill, Kenwood, on 

'The lower figure of Plate IV is a por- County, occaaionally. At least he has 

trait of this specimen. Since writing seen them late in Spring in brush 

the above, Mr. H. A. Slack, of Pine heaps. Personally I have not been 

Hills, tells me that it is his opinion able to determine this point, but it 

ttMtthe Winter Wren bj s e 4s in Albany appears not improbable. 
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April 30, 1906. The female was not present; indeed, my 
Winter Wren was the cuAy bird in that particular vpot 

I should not close widiout saying something about die 
striking song of the Winter Wren. It is a long series of trilk 
and chapperings of a wholly indescribable character, pitched 
high and of a dear, liquid quality. During die early Spring 
and late Autumn he rarely sings; but throughout die love 
season die soUtudes where he loves to dwell are often broken 
by hb inspiring, and even startling, roundday. 

House Wren. — Troglodytes aeion. 5.00 

Fairly Q>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Frequents old orchards, bams and birdhouses; 
moves very rapidly and constantly gives forth a bubbling 
scmg, entirely lacking in melody; general cofer brown, 
widi sides and tail faindy barred with black. 

Those who have lived in rural places or diose who resided 
in cities before die advent of the En^ish Sparrow, will recall 
with unalloyed pleasure diis small nei^bor widi his endleu 
vivacity and gurgling song. Periiaps he had his habitation 
in die hollow of a dead limb of die plum tree close to your 
chamber window, or mayhi^ he gushed forth every other 
minute a musical appreciation of your dioughtfulness in having 
provided a neat bird-box at die end of the grapevine aibor, 
or on a post in the garden; it matters not — if you had ears 
to hear and eyes to see, you are sure to remember him widi 
exceptional affection. There is a buoyancy, a light-hearted 
abandon about die House Wren*s intermittent warbling diat 
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duUt the edge of peitiiiiism and givet a new color to existence. 
It is in May and the eariy part of June that our diminutive 
friend is most active* both musically and in domestic affairs. 
He and his litde wife are about the most indefatigable workers 
I know. 

They arrive in Albany Onrnty from the South about the 
last week of April and, after about two weeks preliminary 
skirmidiingt setde upon a nesting site and begm their labors. 
The nest is generally placed in a hollow limb or a bird-boiu 
thougji an old tin can lodged in the crotch of a tree, a space 
in the walls of a house, or the end of an abandoned stove pipe 
often serves the purpose very well. It makes little difference 
to these hustling mites of birdland whether the cavity selected 
is large or small; in fact, it often appears that diey purposely 
choose an expansive hollow so that diey can work off their 
superfluous energy by carrying in building material. Every 
square inch of space is literally crammed with twigs, many of 
which are as heavy as die birds diemselves. No housewife 
with a penchant for spring cleaning ever went at her task with 
greater vim dian do die House Wrens when once they set 
out to build dieir home. They work vigorously from dawn 
until dari^ with an energy diat is a standing rebuke to all those 
who are inclined to be idle. The female u more retiring in 
her manner, but the male is alwajrs cm deck, singing, working — 
and fighting with every feathered intruder, for die House 
Wrens are noted for dieir pugnacity. In such enc oun ters the 
Bluebird, die Downy Woodpecker, or even die English 
Sparrow, is no match for the Wrens, who invariably come 
out triumphant, though often many fierce batdes occur before 
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the victon can pursue, uninterrupted, the even tenor of their 
ways. But the Elnglisk Sparrows are so numerous wherever 
brick walk and pavements abound that I fancy the Wrens 
have tired of combatting them, and that this is the real reason 
why they have retired nowadays to more strictly rural places 
to rear their young. 

The House Wren is fairly common in some parts of Albany 
G>unty. From six to eight eggs are laid and often there are 
two broods in a season. 



Subfamily Miminae 

Brown Thrasher. — Toxottoma rufum. 1 1 .44 

Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Long slender bird; bill long and curved; tail 
proportionately long; upper parts bri^t reddish4>rown; 
grajrish under parts, heavily streaked with dark brown; 
eye bright orange-yellow; has jerky flight 

This iJoriotts singer, the **Brown Thrush** of the small boy 
and persons untrained in bird-lore, is a summer resident of 
Albany G>unty, though nowhere common. On walks in May 
or June I have met with one or two pairs, but never more, 
and sometimes have not encountered them for weeks. The 
nest, a flat but artistic structure of sticks and dried roodets, 
is placed in a low bush, or more generally on the ground. 
Four eggs, with bluish^white ground, thickly speckled with 
cinnamon, are the nest complement Ordinarily Brown 
Thrasher frequents dry, overgrown pastures or low second 
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growth, keeping close to the gromid. But at timet the male 
will mount to the topmost branch of a tall tree and sing for an 
hour or two without stopping. The song is conceded lo be 
the most briUiant of our eastern birds. 

G^TBIRD. — Caleoscoptes caroUnams. 8.94 

G>mmon Only in Certain Parts of the County 

Field marks. — Entire body slate color, varying to nearly black 
on the head and tail; under tail-coverts chestnut 

Although of beautiful conformation and one of the sweetest 
singers in the world, die fine qualities of this bird of the diickets 
are not very goierally knoivn to other than bird students. 
Further, with ignorant persons, he is often spoken of in con- 
temptuous terms. This is probably because of his name and 
his peculiar common note, which vaguely suggests Felis in 
distress. But it is only the siq>erficial observer who has not 
discovered his fine traits. The disagreeable note is uttered 
only when his haunts are invaded, or his beloved nest approached 
by some lumbering human. Study him S3rmpathetically and 
you wiD discover that he has few rivals as a vocalist and is one 
of the most harmless of our feadiered folk. He delights in 
mcMst, warm mornings late m May or early in June, when, with 
tail depressed and feathers all in a pretty fluff, he wiD mount 
on a limb and sing in a way to charm die hearer. Cad>ird is a 
common summer resident of Albany Coimty. The nest is built 
of sticks and dark, fine rootlets in thick-growing shrubbery, 
from diree to ten feet from the ground. Four dark green eggs 
are laid. 
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Mockingbird. — Mimtu polyglottos. 1 0. 50 

Very Rare Straggler 

Field marks. — ^Long. slender, symmetrical bird; upper parts 
soft grajrish, becoming ds^k olivaceous on wings and 
tail; basal half of primaries and outer tail-feadiers white; 
under parts ashy to white. 

In the early Spring of 1900 an Albany woman saw a long, 
slender, grajrish bird feeding on the scarlet berries of a small 
tree in Washington Park. She at first thought it to be a 
Cuckoo, but on closer obsenration with die glass, it seemed to 
be nodiing less than a Mockingbird. Not trusting to her own 
judgment, die lady immediatdy informed two local bird au- 
diorities, and together the diree visited die Park on the follow- 
ing day. They were amazed to find the same bird in die same 
tree, now thoroughly at home and feeding at lebure on the 
luscious berries, which had stuck to die twigs over Wmter. 
MockinglHrd allowed the observers to come very dose to die 
tree, yAiat they had an excellent opportunity to look him over 
and note all his characteristics. There was no doubt about die 
identification. The bird was seen every day for a week, and 
then he disappeared. But while with us. Mockingbird quali- 
fied as a pugilist, if not as a singer; he fought well, but 
scorned to sing. Robins, Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwings, and 
even English Sparrows, vrore fofced to keep their distance and 
Mocker was die ruler of diat berry tree. He came, he was 
seen, and he conquered; and when die berries were all gone, he 
went, too. This Mockingbird was a stragc^, and it will 
probably be many years before another is seen in this County. 
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Tliere is nodung specially remarkable about die pretence of 
a Mockingbird in this vicinity, as diey have bred sparin^y in 
recent years m one locality in Massachusetts, and are regular, 
ihoui^ rare visitants to southern G>nnecticut and New Jersey. 



Family MniotiltidaB 

American Redstart. — SetofAaga rutidlla. 5.40 

Gmunon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire upper parts, throat and breast black; 
sides reddish-orange; wings and tail barred widi salmon; 
belly white. 

This brilliant little black and orange Warbler is generally 
one of die first of its family to be identified by die beginner 
in omidiological lore. Aside from its striking coloration, its 
habit of spreading its tail like a tmy fan and its flycatcher 
manners render identification easy. Its higb^tched, vriry 
and radier unmusical song is one of the famiUar sounds in our 
woods during die last of May. Clearings where second 
growth abound are its favorite haunts, diou^ it is often seen 
along roadsides. The female is an olive and yellow edition 
of the male. 

The nest is very similar to the Yellow Warbler's, but is 
generally placed hi^er, in trees. I once found a beautiful 
nest in die fork of a white birch; it was composed of white 
vegetable fiber and lined widi white cow*s hair, giving a 
remarkable example of protective coloration in nest building. 
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l^iLsoN's Warbler. — WiUoiia pmlla. 5.00 

G>iiimoii Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Crown lustrous black; forehead yellow; rest 
of upper parts bright olive-green; under parts bright 
yellow. 

The Black-cap, as it has been called* is generally found 
among die gay troops of migrating Warblers in the middle of 
May, but it moves along rapidly and a brief glimpse is all one 
can get It breeds farther to die Nordi. 



CANADIAN Warbler. — WUsoma canadenm. 5.60 

Rare Afigrant 

Field mariLS. — ^Under parts bri^t yellow; breast barred widi 
black spots; upper parts gray. 

From all accounts this bird should occasionally breed here, 
but a brief view of it in May is all I have ever obtained. 



Yellow-breasted Chat. — Icieria wcm. 7.44 

Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Upper parts olive-green with mfusion of gray; 
entire diroat and breast brilliant yellow; white line over 
eye; belly, ashy to white. 

While very recent writers have been inclined lo give die 
Yellow-breasted Qiat a somewhat lower range dian this, I 
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have gadiered esuict data which give him a residence in Albany 
G>unty. My friend, Mr. William C. Richard, of Yellowstione 
Park, formerly employed here as a taxidermist by die State 
of New York, took several specimens and found it breeding 
near Kenwood. The frontispiece in this book is from a 
momited specimen taken by Mr. Richard near Waterford, in 
Saratoga Gnmty. He also took the female and the nest for 
State uses. Another excellent ornithologist also informs me 
that she observed this species near her sunmier home on Lake 
George. This undoubtedly carries die Inrd much farther 
nordi than other writers have placed him. 

While I have observed the Chat in other sections of die 
country, I have not had the good fortune to run across it during 
my five years* residence in Albany County. Our friend widi 
the lovely yellow breast is die very wizard among die birds. 
I do not know of any one who pretends to understand him. 
He shrieks, whisdes, calls, purrs and whines, and performs 
strange gyrations in die air. On a limpid June morning, 
when the air is sweet with die perfume of the white azalea 
and the tan^e in which his nest is built is heavy widi dew, he 
is fond of disturbing the peaceful scene by a very bedlam of 
uneardily sounds; then again he is as silent as a ghost and 
the sharpest eyes cannot detect him or his mate. I have 
found a great number of their nests, but I never flushed die 
bird from one; the domicile was always abscdutdy deserted, 
thouf^ the eggs were warm, showing that die parent had just 
sl^)ped off silendy into die surrounding shrubbery. I have no 
doubt but that I was being watched by two pairs of black 
^es, but die birds remained invisible lo me. I have, however. 
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often obtenred the bird in a thicket* or on a nearby limb. 
Although handsomely proportioned, the bird has a way of 
dirowing its body mto grotesque positions which I have never 
seen any other bird assume. Stealing sofdy into dieir haunts, 
I have seen diem throw diemselves up in the air, twisting and 
turning, up and down, uttering the while their uncanny cries 
like little feadiered imps. Then, at the snap of a twig, they 
would disappear and silence would reign supreme so far as 
they were concerned. 

The nest is a neady woven grassy basket placed in a low 
bush. Four or five eggs, whitish ground, thickly specUed 
widi brown, are the nest complement 



Northern Yellow-throat. — CeoM^U irichas 
bracludactj^la. 5.31 

G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Broad black band across forehead and 
extending well down the sides of the head; upper parts 
olive; Aroat and breast bri^t yellow. Female without 
the black band; rest of plumage same as male, but duller. 

In damp places where ferns, long grass, and low growing 
shrubs are luxuriant, especially along the borders of woodland, 
this extremely active litde Warbler is common m Ais Granty 
dirou^out die breeding season. It has a way of darting 
rapidly through the low growth, pausing for an instant on 
branch or reed, uttering die while its sharp metallic check, and 
disappearing in the leafy maze. Once identified it can never 
be mistaken for any other bird. 
4 
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The nest is an artistic, cup-like structure, very deq>, 
ounpactly woven, and fJaced m a thick-growing tussock of 
grass, or at die base of several small Jurubs, well canopied 
widi leaves or ferns. I have found several nests wilhm five 
■liles of Albany. 



Mourning Warbler. — Ceoihljftns Philadelphia. 5.60 

Rare Migrant Late in May 

Field marks. — Head, neck and throat bluish-gray, forming 
a sort of veil; breast blackish; back olive-green; belly 
yellow. 

This is about die last migrant to pass dirou^ this G>unty 
in Spring. Several exaii4>les were seen in die Sand Plains 
in 1907. 

Oven-bird. — Sdunu aurocapUlus. 6.17 

Gmmion Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Walks; constantly teeters; upper parts plain 
olive-brown; sides of white diroat and breast streaked 
with dark brown; crown pale rufus; has an iq>-and-down 
song, which sounds like a repetition of the word shirtee, 
ihhiee. SHIRTEE, SHIRTEIE, beginning softly and 
ending in a wild shriek. 

Thou^ called a Golden-crowned Thrush our si^ject is 
really not a Thrush at all, but a member of the Warbler family. 
He gets his most familiar name. Oven-bird, from the way he 
has of building his nest, which is placed on the ground and 
domed like an old-fashioned oven. Oven-bird, thou^ very 
common in Albany County, is probably unfamiliar to any <me 
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except the bird student He is more often heard Aan seen* 
and when one has learned to recognize his ringing, iq>-and-down 
notes he will be recognized in about every diicket or wood one 
penetrates. He also has a very beautiful song, but few 
people have heard it 

Oven-bird figured in one of my earliest and most startling 
ornithological experiences. I was a smaU boy dien, and, 
attracted and even alarmed by the frantic cries and up-standing 
feathers of two of the birds, which greeted me as I passed 
throu^ a quiet wood, I began a search for the nest I 
supposed that it was my presence diat had disturbed die parent 
birds, dierefore when I discovered die domed structure I 
plunged my hand into the side entrance with boy-like 
curiosity, with die object of discovering what treasures the nest 
contained. I found out all too soon. My fingers came in 
contact widi die cold, slimy folds of a snake. 

I jumped probably about a rod. The frenzy of die birds 
was redoubled. They followed me, screaming and crying. 
There was a pathetic note of appeal in their voices. Yes, I 
understood, now. They were begging, imploring me to save 
thehr ofispring. My fancy, you say? Not at all. Those 
birds begged me as clearly as human beings could have done 
to come to dieir relief. Having quickly got over my fright 
I approached and with a stout stick pried the horrid reptile 
out of die nest He had one baby bird m his jaws and a 
lump in his middle which told the tale of the fate of anodier. 
One blow of my stick paral]rzed His Snakeship and caused 
him to drop die bird from his mouth. It was not badly 
injured and was able to run back mto the nest, where I found 
three other fledglings resting comfortably and unaware of the 
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danger in which they had been. I then pounded the snake 
to deadi and threw it far away. 

What a peace suddenly fell over diat bird household! 
The parents ceased their cries and with litde purring notes of 
gratitude returned to the nest, although I stood near at hand. 
I don't believe birds can count and, as the nestling that had 
gone down the throat of die snake was not missed, the parents, 
finding order apparendy restored, resumed their ordinary 
duties as diou^ nodiing tragic had occurred. 

I visited diat home several times afterward and had die 
satisfaction of seeing die remaining young birds grow up in 
safety. I always imagined I was persona grata on their 
threshold, for no matter how near I approached, die parents 
showed no concern. And sometimes die male would mount 
a low branch and give me a ringing song of welcome. The 
female always remained as demure as all female birds^ but 
her fiance and manner often seemed to say, **You*re all right 
brother; our whole family will always love you.** 

The following year I rescued anodier family of Oven-birds 
from esuicdy the same species of enemy, the Milk Snake. It 
was in a different wood, but the drcunutances and die 
sentiment were the same. It is not strange, dierefore, diat 
no matter how far I travel from those early scenes, I always 
feel diat I receive a royal welcome from the Oven4>irds when 
I pay a visit to their sylvan haunts. 

It will be observed that in my representation of Oven-bird's 
common call, or song, I seem to have paraphrased die 
description, commonly regarded as classic, given many 
years ago by Mr. John Burroughs. He puts the song as 
the repetition of die word teacher, but as my ear has cau^t 
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it, die song begins mvariably on die last syllable of Mr. 
Biirrou^*s word and ends on die first; therefore I believe 
that the word shirite is more nearly esuict^ 



Louisiana Water-thrush. — Saunu motadUa. 6.27 
Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Walks, and constandy teeters; white line over 
eye; mider parts faindy washed widi buffy; breast and 
sides streaked widi very dark brown; throat un^wtted; 
otherwise similar to Oven-bird. 

This is a bird of the momitain torrent, through die spray 
of which it darts so rapidly diat never but a glimpse of it can 
be obtained. I once found three of the nests, all of which 
were in wild |Jaces and close to smaU streams. In spite of 
all my efiorts I could never get dose enough to observe die 
parent birds; but one day I managed to creep close to a nest 
set dtep in a bank and catch die female widi my hand. 
After rramimng her closely I gave her her liberty. The eggs 
are five in number, creamy-white, speckled and blotched 
widi reddish-brown and lilac The Louisiana Water-Thrush 
breeds rarely in Albany G>unty. The novice will probably 



>After writbiff the above, I chanced 
to read over the article on the Oven* 
bird in Prank M. Chapman's new work 
"The Warblers of North America," 
finding the f(^owing observation by 
Miss I. M. Paddock of St. Johnsbury. 
Vt: **The words usually given for 
this song, teacher teacher, seem to me 
to be begmi with the second syllable 
thus: Amr-Ua Amr-tta dW-lfo." I 
have decided to let my rendering 
stand as I think my position has been 



strengthened, though Miss Paddock's 
spelUcg of the first syllable is un- 
doubtedly the better. Mr. Chapman 
writes: "Pormerly, singing Oven-birds 
' said, to my ear, with remarkable dis- 
tinctness and decision. Uaeh^r, t§aeker, 
etc, in the usual crescendo chant, but 
as I now hear the song the accent is 
placed on the last syllable." Does 
Mr. Chapman mean that the bird has 
changed its song, or that he now hears 
more correctly? 



Digitized by 



Google 



54 The Birds of Albany County 

wander through the woods several years before he discovers 
a nest It has a charming song, but it is rarely heard. 

Water-Thrush. — Seiurus noveboracemU. 6.03 

Gmimon Migrant, though Rarely Seen 

Field marks. — Line over eye buffy; throat spotted; otherwise 
almost identical with moiacUla. 

This third member of the group is very rarely seen in this 
G>unty, as a migrant lb habits are the same as the preceding 
q>ecies, though its breeding range is farther north. 

Yellow Palm Warbler; Yellow Redpoll. — 
Dendroica palmarum hjfpochryfsea. 5.40 

Not Uncommon Migrant 

Field marks. — Crown chestnut; upper parts brownish-olive, 
becoming brighter olive on rump; streaks of light chestnut 
on sides of throat and breast; under parts bright yellow. 

This Warbler keeps close to the ground and frequents low 
growth. It v^l be known by its manner of tilting its body 
somewhat like the Spotted Sanc^iper. 

Pine Warbler. — Dendroica vigor$u. 5.52 
Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Upper parts brovniish^olive; under parts 
lighter: throat and breast washed with yellow. 

In somewhat open woods where pines and hemlocks abound 
this species u very common hereaboub, its faint lisping note 
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being a familiar souncL It builds its nett high in pine 
trees; eggs four or five* whitish ground, spotted with cinnamon 
and umbert forming a wreath around the larger end. 



Black-throated Green Warbler. — Dendroica virens. 

5.10 

Common Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Throat and upper breast shining black; under 
parts white, forming a V at junction of Uack on breast; 
cheeks, forehead, and line over eye ydlow; upper parts 
olive-green. 

Fond of open woods. Does much of its insect hunting at 
the ends of twigs. In strong light appears brilliant yellow, 
green, and black, and unlike any other Warbler. 



Blackburnian Warbler. — Dendroica blackbwmim. 
5.24 

Fairly G>mmon Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Throat, breast, and line over eye brilliant 
orange; upper parts black, streaked with gray. 

Two Blackbumians which I saw in pine woods near Wolf 
Road on May 24, 1907, lead me to believe that the species 
may occasionally breed in this County. But this was an 
unusually cold Spring and all the birds were late in migrating. 
These two exanq>les may have continued onward to the 
breeding grounds of the q>ecies farther north. 
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Black-poll Warbler. — Dendroica itriata. 5.57 

UncommoD Migrant 

Fidd marks. — Crown Uack; auriciilars white; two white 
wing4)ari; rest of plumage white* gray* and black* 
streaked. 

Aldiough the Black-poll is siq)posed to be a common 
migrant through the Hudson Valley I have seen but very few. 

Bay-breasted Warbler. — Dendroica auianea. 5.64 

Uncommon Migrant 

Field marks. — Crown, throat, breast, and sides chestnut; back 
streaked with black; two white wing-bars. 

Migrates late in May. Some years none is seen. 



CHESTNUT-sn>ED Warbler. — Dendroica pemyfhamca. 

5.14 

Very Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Bright chestnut stripe on sides; crown ydlow; 
back greenish, streaked with black; under parts pure 
white. 

In the nordiward migrating season this bird is the most 
numerous of its family. In the wooded slopes akmg the 
Normanskill, at Kenwood, about the middle of May, I have 
observed hundreds of the Chestnut-sides flitting from brandi 
lo branch, along with other more rare travelers. But m early 
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June I bave found them very numerous and have run acrott 
several of their nesb in loW'-growing shrubbery. 



Cerulean Warbler. — Dendroka cmulea. 4.50 

Extremely Rare Spring Migrant 

Field marks. — Upper parts bright blue; back and sides of 
head streaked widb black; under parts white; dark blue 
band across breast; two white wing-bars. 

This beautiful litde bird, whose plumage reflects the blue of 
a summer sky shot across widi fleecy clouds, is probably the 
very rarest of the Warbler family in this part of the country. 
Evidently several noted omidiologisb never saw it until very 
recently, while some in late works have omitted it from their 
lisb of birds of die East Tlie real habitat of Cserulea 
is the broad Mississippi Valley during the breeding season and 
the trof^ in Winter. It is, however, one of the few birds 
that is evidently extending its range eastward, having been 
observed occasionally in recent years at several pomb east of 
the Alleghanian range. Scnnetimes it straggles into Connecticut 
and Rhode Island. 

In the early Spring, it not mfrequently happens diat 
individuals of species peculiar to the Mississippi Valley take 
the East Alleghanian route, proceed northward along the 
Atlantic coast and fiooally reach New England. The bird 
has long been included in the avifauna of New York State, 
Lockport being regarded as die limit of ib eastward range. 
As far as my knowledge goes but one specimen has ever been 
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observed in Albany County. I happened to be one of a 
party of four omithologistB that discovered this single individual 
which was sauntering onward b the midst of a *'wave** of 
migrating WarUers. Our Cserulea was shot and is now in 
the State Museum at Albany. It was taken at Kenwood, 
May 14, 1906.^ Cserulea's song, if such it might be called, 
is similar to that of the Panda Warbler and consists of a litde 
trill, or a succession of rapidly uttered syllables, in which there 
is no trace of melody, though it is not an unpleasing sound 
when all the woods are beginning to turn to ydlow-green. 
The bird student in this County will have no opportunity of 
studying the nidification of the Cerulean Warbler. 



Magnolia Warbler. — Dendroica maculosa. 5.13 

Common Migrant 

Field marks. — Under parts bright yellow; heavy black streaks 
on sides, convo'ging at center of breast and forming a 
broken band; white patch on wing; upper parts ashy to 
black; rump yellow. 

I feel a distinct pleasure m recording that these birds are 
present in large numbers all tfirough the Spring and Fall 
migrations. They are leisurely in their manner, seeming to 
take their long journey to and from die breeding grounds by 
easy stages, and often in May remain about Albany several 

1 My note-book tells me tbat on this burnian. Black-throated Blue, Blaek 

date we observed thirty-seven spedes andWhite. Cerulean, Golden-crowned* 

of birds, among which were the follow- and Wilson's. The most numecous 

ing Warblers: Parula. Yellow. Red- was the Chestnut-sided, 
start. Myrtle. Chestnut-sided. Black- 
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days at a time. Magnolia is an exquisite tjrpe of Warbler. 
Its under parts resemble the Canadian, but it can alwajrs be 
told from that bird by the white patch on the wings. One of 
the prettiest sights I ever saw a-field was a fine male Magnolia 
feeding among the white, feathery blossoms of a wild 
cherry tree. 



Myrtle Warbler; Yellow-rumped Warbler. — 
Dendroica coronata. 5.65 

G>mmon Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Rump, crown-patch, and sides of breast 
yellow; white wing4>ars; upper parts gray, streaked with 
bUck. 

This is about the earliest Warbler to arrive in Spring, the 
first appearing about Albany the last of April. It apparently 
remains about fifteen days and then disappears until Fall. 



Black-throated Blue Warbler. — Dendroica 
anulescem. 5.28 

Field marks. — ^Throat, breast, and sides of head black: upper 
parts bluish-gray; distinct white patch on wing; bdly 
white. 

During the Spring migration of 1907 I found this bird 
almost as common as the Magnolia. In September and early 
October it is also present quite numerously. 
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Yellow Warbler; Summer Yellowbird. — Dtndrwca 
tftfrvo. 5.11 

CommoD Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire plumage bright yellow; breast finely 
streaked with reddSsh-brown. 

In dose-growing willows along watercourses, this pretty 
little bird, whose plumage reflects the gdden tones of the 
newest leaves, is very onnmon throughout the breeding season. 
At other times from early May until Sq>tember, he is found 
in orchards and woods. The nest, which is a dainty 
cup-d)i4)ed structure, composed of soft, gray vegetable fibers, 
is generally found in the fori^ of a dumb, but sometimes it 
is placed in a tree from ten to thirty feet from the ground. 
The Yellowbird has a pleasing song. 



Cape May Warbler. — Dendroica Hgrina. 5.00 
Very Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Auriculars chestnut; yellow patch on sides of 
neck; rump yellow; white patch on wing; under parts 
yellow, streaked with black; crown black; back olive 
green, streaked with black. 

Some years a very few examples of this Warbler have been 
observed migrating through Albany County. Other years 
they seem to be entirely absent 
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Northern Parula Warbler. — Comp$oihl}fpU amcricana 
usnut. 4.72 

Common Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Upper parts bright bluish-gray; greenish-yellow 
patch in center of back; throat and breast ydlow, with 
dark orange-brown band across breast; wing-bars white; 
belly white. 

This, one of the smallest and most graceful of ib family, 
occurs only as a migrant in this G>unty. When m transit it 
often is seen flittmg among the branches of trees in cities. In 
its breeding haunts it frequents moist, dark woods where usnea 
moss hangs luxuriantly from the trees. Its nest is built in 
a duster of this moss. 



Tennessee Warbler. — HelmnAopMa peregrim. 5.00 

Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — Back olive-green; top of head gray; under 
parts white; no wing-bars. 

Has been observed here rarely. In migrating it frequents 
open fields or sparse woodland. 
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Nashviux Warbler. — HtbmndiopMa ruhncapHla. 
4.78 

Uncomnion Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Reddish4)rown crown patch, partially concealed 
by overlaying grayish feathers; rest of upper parts 
olive-green; entire under parts brilliant yellow. 

During the Spring migration die Nashville keeps to the tops 
of tall trees, where often *Vaves** of hundreds are seen. On 
May 6, 1907, I encountered one of these Nashville troops 
at Kenwood. The bird is rarely seen in Summer in any 
part of the country where I have observed birds. It 
undoubtedly breeds in this G>unty, diough I have not found 
ib nest One nest that I found m central G>nnecticut was 
typical, being placed on die ground in second growth; die 
Urds had carpeted die entrance widi green moss. The four 
tiny eggs were white ground, f amtly speckled v^th pale brown. 



Golden-winged Warbler. — Hdminlhophila chysaptera. 

5.10 

Extremely Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — Lores, auriculars, and throat black; white line 
above eye and on sides of diroat; crown yellow; upper 
parts bluish-gray; patch on wing yellow; undo* parts 
yellow. 

This birds breeds north and south of this County, but here 
has only been observed in the migrating season, and dien 
very rarely. 
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Black and White Warbler. — Mmotilta varia. 5.31 

Common Summer Resident 
Field marks.— Black and white, streaked, creeping bird. 

This little chap used to be called the Black and White 
Creeper, which fits him perfectly. He can be mistaken for 
no other bird, because of his markings and habit of creq)ing 
about the bark of trees searching for food. Many are seen 
about here in die Spring and Fall, but in Summer they retire 
to densely wooded places where the nest is placed on the 
ground, at die base of a tree or stump. 



Family Vireonidae 

White-eyed Vireo. — Vireo novtboracensU. 5.30 

Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Iris white; yellowidi lores and eye-ring; upper 
parts olire-green widi grayish tinge; two buffy wing4>m; 
diroat dull white; breast and sides shghdy yello^^. 

Farther down the Hudson Valley this bird is a conmion 
summer resident, but in Albany County die finding of ib nest 
is counted as a rarity. It is more noisy dian others of its 
family, defending its domicile with several vigorous alarm 
notes. To identify it one must approach close enough to 
observe the white iris, which is very pronounced. All the 
Vireos' nests are similar. They are pensile, pretty cups woven 
of strips of soft bark from slender vines, lined with soft. 
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light-colored grass, and often ornamented on the outside with 
bib of ^Hders* webs, lichens, feathers, and scraps of newspaper. 
The edges are fastened to a horizontal fork which is at varying 
distances from the ground. Eggs white, ^potted with brown 
at the larger end. 



Blue-headed Vireo; Soutary Vireo. — Vireo 
soUtarius, 5.62 

Not Uncommon Migrant 

Field marks. — Lores and eye-ring white; upper parts varying 
from bluish-gray to yellowish-olive; white wing-bars; 
under parts whitish, with sides famt yellowish. 

While passing from die South to its breeding grounds in 
the nordiem part of tfie State and Canada, and during the Fall 
migration, diis q>ecies is frequendy seen in this County. It 
has a loud, clear song, after the manner of die Vireos, but this 
is rarely heard hereabouts. 



Yellow-throated Vireo. — Vireo flwAfrom. 5.95 

Not Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Throat and breast brilliant yellow; eye-ring 
yellow; two white wing-bars; upper parts distinct 
olive-green; grayish on rump; belly white. 

This is die gasrest hued member of the Vireo family seen 
in this section and can be easily identified from the above 
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oudine descriptioii. It has been observed frequently in late 
May and early June in Washington Park and along the city 
streets where nu^le trees abound. It warbles a few phrases, 
widiout beginning or end* and by its insouciant manner seems 
lo find the world a good i^ace to live in, especially in places 
where man has grown fine shade trees and cleared out the 
undergrowth. 

The rattle of the ice-wagon on the city pavements has no 
more terrors for Yellow-diroat than for the Warbling Vireo, 
and late in the year, after die leaves have fallen, its nest will 
sometimes be revealed in the horizontal fork of some tall tree, 
standing 6ut against the wintry sky as a rebuke to the most 
observing omidiologist 



Warbling Vireo. — Vireo gihtu. 5.81 

Not Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Upper parts grayish olive-green: lacks wing- 
bars; under parts dull white; belly famtly washed wiii 
yellow. 

The cheery, diou^^ somewhat monotonous warbling of this 
bird is a familiar sound in almost all wooded places in this 
section throughout the Summer. It is frequently heard in dty 
parks and about country homesteads. The singer keeps weU 
in the tops of trees and while heard constantly, u very rarely 
seen. I have frequently stretched my neck and strained my 
eyes in an effort to catch a glimpse of the musician, but 
widiout result, aldiough the bird was widiin twenty feet of me. 
5 
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The nest is the same as all die Vireos, though it is generally 
higher, being placed in trees from fifteen to forty feet from 
the ground 



Philadelphia Vireo. — Vireo pNladdphicus. 4.75 

Very Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Whitish line over eye; upper parts light 
grayish-olire, diowing green cast in right li^t; diedcs 
gray; under parts very light yellow. 

. I have seen but one example of this species outnde 
the museum, and this I procured early in the Spring. 
Nuttall, writing in 1832, did not know of its existence; it 
was first described in 1851. It is said to breed from the 
nordiemmost parts of the State northward, but very litde is 
yet known of its life history. 



Red-eyed Vireo. — Vireo oUvacem. 6.22 

G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Wide, pure white line over eye; iris red; upper 
parts light greenidi-olive ; under parts pure white. 

I know of no bird so demure and love-inviting as this. 
When all the Spring world has turned to golden-green we 
greet them in sylvan vales and glades, gliding noiselessly 
among the new leaves searching for insecb and a nesting 
site. They show no fear, and often come quite dose to the 
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observer. A sli^fit turn of the head and a casual glance is 
all the notice they take of the invader. I have observed diat 
diey always arrive from the South in pairs, a fact which I 
have never seen recorded by other omidiologists. This 
species is die plainest hued of all die Vireos. The song is 
similar to diat of die Warbling Vireo and repeated constandy. 
Sometimes the nest is placed close to the ground and again 
it may be in a tree, twenty-five feet from die ground. 

Red-^ye is frequendy seen in Washington Park and along 
die tree-lined avenues in the western parts of Albany. 



Family LaniidaB 

Loggerhead Shrike. — Lamus lud<mcianus. 9.00 

Rare Spring and Fall Migrant 

Northern Shrike. — Lamus borealis. 10.30 

Occasional Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — In first species, broad black band on side of 
head covering lores and auriculars; upper parts gray; 
wings and tail black widi white markings: under parts 
n^te; bill hooked; ludovicianus is similar, except the 
band on side of head is narrower, and the under parts 
more or less delicately barred with grayish. 

Bodi of diese Inrds, so very similar in habits and appearance, 
are sometimes seen in Albany G>unty, the Loggerhead in 
Sprmg and Fall, and the Nordiem in Wmter. The arrival 
of a Shrike in any locality always causes a flurry of 
excitement among the smaller birds, for they know only too 
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well that he it a murderer, and it around for no good. The 
Shrike doubtlett viewt die situation otherwise, for he likes to 
eat toider little birds. This explains the hooked bill, which 
is used to tear the flesh, after die manner of a hawk. 
If Shrike happens to sdze a bird when his stomach is full, 
he impales his prey on a thorn and returns to it later. Some 
observers have gone so far as to say diat die Shrike, or 
Butcher Bird, often catches birds and impales diem just as 
a pastime. 

The ordinary calls of die Shrikes are harsh and unmusical, 
but both birds are said to have vocal powers not unlike those 
of die Cad>ird. 



Family Ampelidae 

Cedar Waxwing; Cedar-bird. — AmpdU cedramm. 

7.19 

Fairly Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Stands very erect; long crest, nearly always 
raised; entire bird in the field appears li^fit grasrish- 
brown; on close view, small, red, bead-like ornaments 
are found appended to die secondaries; tail tipped widi 
yellow; belly washed with yellowish. 

While early to arrive in Spring and very late to depart 
in the Autumn, the Cedar-bird finds the Wmters hereabouts 
loo cold to his liking, though in die southern part of die 
State, large flocks are often found in the dead of Winter. 
A faint and rather plaintive lisping note, which can be heard 
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only at a short distance, it about the only sound ihey ever 
utter. When ihe cherries are ripe ihe Cedar-birds often 
disfJay considerable animation as they pluck ihe juicy fruit 
from ihe stem, but in ihe mtermediate seasons they have a 
peculiar way of wheeling about in flocks, suddenly alighting 
on die bare brandies of a tree and sitting motionless. The 
perfect order in which ihey always keep iheir plain but rich 
plumage and iheir erect attitude gives ihem a handsome and 
distinguished appearance. The nest is not built until toward 
die last of June or along die first week of July. It is generally 
in an orchard on a fruit-tree limb. 

Eggs, four or five, much elongated, H>otted with dark 
brown or black on light bluish-slate ground. 



Bohemian Waxwing. — AmpdU garrulm. 6.00 

Rare and Irregular Visitant 

Field marks. — ^Almost entire plumage rich grajrish-brown, 
sli^tly darker on back and wing coverts, and so fine 
and smoodi as to give a waxen appearance; wings 
bluidi-black, regularly flecked with white and yellow t 
ends of secondaries tipped with scarlet, seed-like 
appendages; feadiers of crown reddish-chestnut and 
comparativdy long, forming a conspicuous crest; fore- 
head, line over eye, and auriculars black; chin lustrous 
black; under tail-coverts bright chestnut; tail feadiers 
tipped with yellow, forming a band. 

The above description is from a skin m my possession, 
which was taken by a friend in Wycmiing, December 9, 1900. 
Two years later die same friend took two in Saratoga 
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G>tmty, this State, and on die tame day obterved a large 
number across the river m Albany Comity. This is probably 
die only known record of die Chatterer being here and it 
may be several years before any more are seen. Garmlus 
has been a puzzle to die ornithologists for a century, and its 
breeding habits are even now but little known. It is a great 
flier and is said to wander all over North America, Europe 
and Asia. It apparently has no definite range, but is more 
common in the Nordiwest and along the Rocky Mountains. 
Why it should have been called a Chatterer I cannot imagine 
as all authorities agree diat its only note is a faint, lisping 
sound, similar to that of its near relative, die Cedar 
Waxwing. 



Family Hirundinidae 

Rough-winged Swallow. — Suliidaptenfx serripennU. 

5.74 

Not Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Throat and breast brownish-gray; upper parts 
darker; belly white. 

This bird I have observed on numerous occasions in 
Albany County. The student will find it difficult to identify 
while it is on die wing, but if die skin of an adult specimen 
is examined closely it will be found that the outer primaries 
are edged widi short, spiny feadiers, which to die naked eye 
resemble die teeth of a fine saw, bent back until they look 
like minute hooks. If one can get a good kx>k widi a glass 
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at die Rough-wiBg in die field, die dull tone of die breait 
it die best key to identification. 

This bird's flight is rapid and graceful, but it is apt to keep 
lower dian its near relative, the Bank Swallow. The 
Rough-wing builds its nest m holes in banks, in crevices in 
rocks, or on beams under bridges. From four to eight pure 
white eggs are laid. 

A very padietic incident I witnessed recently m connection 
widi my study of diese birds. One had been shot for die 
State Museum, and, but slightly wounded, had fallen into 
die water, on die surface of which it floundered about 
pitifully. The mate, seeing its companion's plif^t, suddenly 
ceased its winged search for insects and hovered frantically 
over die injured bird widi such an evident desire to rescue 
it diat all our party were sorely distressed at die sight 
Anodier shot sacrificed die sorrowing bird on die altar of 
science. Though die museum tags give no account of diis 
brief, tragic episode, it served to show once more to die 
observers diat our feadiered friends have feelings closely aldn 
to diose of die human race. 



Bank Swallow. — Riparia ripma. 5.20 

Fairly Gwimon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Band of brownish-gra/ across breast; rest of 
under parts white; upper parts blackish-brown. 

This Swallow is present in considerable numbers* though 
there appears to be no extensive breeding grounds here. The 
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nett* made of granet and feathers, it at the end of a mall 
tumid dug by the hmb m a sand bank; eggi, fiire or six, white. 



Tree Swallow; White-belued Swallow. — 
Iridafirocne fcicoior. 5.91 

Fairly G>mmon Summer Rendent 

Field madks. — Upper tail-coverti light brown; entire under 
parts pure white; upper parts steel blue, appearing black 
in flif^t 

Has been observed quite numerously out m the open 
country. There are records of its breeding m adjoining 
counties and it undoubtedly does here. The nest is built in 
a hollow tree or bird4x>x; eggs, four or fire, white ground, 
inely speckled with brown. 



Barn Swallow. — Hinmdo erjfArogaslra. 6.95 

G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Forehead, throat, and upper breast bright 
chestnut; upper parts deq> violet; under parts washed 
with lisfit chestnut; tail shaped like a pardy-opened pair 
of scissors. 

From the first of May until the last of September, the 
Bam Swallows are very numerous m Ais G>unty. They are, 
peihaps, the most graceful fliers we have. Sweeping low 
over the broad, open meadows, describing long curves, or 
rising and falling on the breeze like slender boats on a roll 
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8ea« ifaeir wiag-^volutknis are often a source of wonder, even 
to the casual observer. While ihey secure iheir food on ihe 
wing, ihey seem at times to sldm durough the air for the sheer 
delist of flying. In some old bam, ^ere the shadows 
mingle vrith the subdued light, their constant twittering is a 
familiar sound. Here they build their nests, which are of 
mud and straw, lined vrith feathers, and plastered against die 
side of a beam. The young on leaving die nest are able to 
fly almost as weU as the parents. Bam Swallows can be 
(Kstinguished from all others of die tribe by the long, 
forked tail. 

Eggs, four to six, elongated, finely q)eckled vrith 
shades of brown. 



Cuff Swallow; Eave Swallow.— PeirocfteiiJon 
lumfrom. 6.00 

Fairly Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Cream-white bar across forehead; bright 
chestnut throat, extending m narrow collar about neck; 
black line down center of throat; rest of under parts 
bufly; crown and back, black, showing lustrous violet m 
strong lif^t; wings and tail dusky; bn^t reddish-brown 
patch on rump. 

When these birds sit in die entrances of dieir gourd-shaped 
nests, the crown shows conspicuously like a litde crescent moon; 
die square tail in flight distinguishes it from the Bam SwaDow. 
Ihe Eave Swallow breeds here and there in this County under 
the eaves of old bams and sheds, but it is more common 
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during migratioii. The nest it made of mud, lined with 
grasses and feathers; eggs, four or five, spotted with li^fit 
lm>wn. 

Purple Martin. — Progne subis. 8.00 

Very Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Largest of die swallows; entire plumage 
lustrous steel-blue; wings and tail brownish. 

A pair of these birds was seen m Watervliet about a 
bridge over the river two years ago, evidently looidng for 
a nesting site. They probably breed here sparingly in rural 
places, though I have met no one who can vouch for this 
fact The Martins were once numerous, coming into cities 
to breed, but have been almost exterminated by the Elnglish 
Sparrows usurping their nesting boxes. The eggs number 
four or five and are pure white. 



Family Tanagridae 

Scarlet Tanager. — Piranga enfihomelas. 7.26 

Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire body flaming scarlet; wings and tail 
ebony black. 

This, die most brilliantly plumaged bird in North America, 
is rather a local bird* sometimes being apparently absent from 
quite wide areas. I observed a number in Montgomery and 
Sdienectady GHmties, but have never seen more than half a 
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dozen in Albany GHmty. Some seasons I have encountered 
none. Notwithstanding die brilliant colors of the male, he 
is an extremely sedate and retiring bird, making no effort at 
any time to flawit his gay plumage. Even the most 
experienced ornithologist counts it an event when suddenly 
the flaming colors of the beautiful creature are discovered 
against die green of oak or chestnut trees. Some years 
the Scarlet Tanager is rarely seen, and at other times one 
will run across several, m an old road, perhaps, or an orchard, 
diough open groves are its favorite abiding place. The male 
sheds his bright feadiers the last of August and becomes for 
the rest of the year similar to the female — greenish-olive, 
brown, and pale yellow. During die breeding season the male 
is often heard to warble, faintly but pleasiniJy, some of his 
notes resembling those of die Robm. 

The nest is rather cardessly constructed and placed on a 
limb, rarely more than twenty feet from the ground. I have 
found more nests in orchards than in woods. 



Summer Tanager; Summer Red-bird. — Piranga 
rubra. 7.50 

Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Plumage dull rose-red, becoming reddish- 
brown, or dusky on wings and tail. Female, similar to 
aylhromeUu^ but lighter olive. 

A pair of diese birds bred near Hurstville in 1904 and 
anodier pair had dieir nest in Pine Hills in 1905. This is 
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ghfen on the audiority of Mr. H. A. Slack, of this Gty, who in 
bolh instances observed the birds throusJKNit the Summer and 
saw the nests. Mr. Slack mforms me that the Summer Red- 
bird is a regidar, though not common, resident of the County. 
It is my opinion that this species once bred more numerously in 
the center of diis State and in Massachusetts, though its nordiem 
range is now generally limited to New Jersey. Chapman sajrs 
that it is common in the Southern States, *Vandering casually 
to Nova Sootia.** If it should be one*s good fbrtime to come 
upon diis bird it can be mistaken for no other. It appears a 
dull red all over; die Scarlet Tanager is much more brilliantly 
colored and has black wings and tail. 

The nest and eggs of the Summer Tanager are similar to 
those of the Scarlet Tanager. 



Family Fringiliidce 

Indigo Bunting; Indigo-bird. — Cj^atunpiza cpanea. 
5.59 

Field marks. — Elntire body blue, deepest on upper parts, back 
showing brilliant greenish tinge m strong li^t; wings and 
tail dull black with grasrish margins. Female, brownish, 
vrith faint tinge of indigo on wings and tail. 

This lovely little bird is a common summer resident of 
Albany County, but seems to have a preference for roadsides, 
where, from mid-June to the latter part of August, the males 
are heard uttering their trilling warble from a telegraph wire 



Digitized by 



Google 



o 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Rose-breasted Grosbeak 77 

or tree-top. The nest, a grassy cup, is placed in a busk dose 
to die ground. Four or five bluish-white eggs are laid. 



Rose-breasted Grosbeak. — Zamelodia ludoviciana. 
6.12 

G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Large angular ^>ot of rose-red on breast, the 
lower point often extoiding in a narrow line down the 
white belly; head, throat, upper back and wings black; 
naap white; wings flecked with white; Inll thick. 

When the novice meets this strikingly handsome bird for 
die first time he is apt to bdieve that he has encountered some 
wanderer from the Tropics. Later, when the denizens of the 
feathered worid have become known and it is found that die 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak is quite common in this vicinity, the 
student experiences a feeling of gratitude that Mother Nature 
has been so kind. The rose-red breast and the black and 
white upper parts of the male render identification easy; the 
female looks like an enlarged edition of a sparrow. The nest 
and eggs are very similar to diose of the Scarlet Tanager but 
generally built lower, in shrubs or small trees. The male, 
during the love-season, warbles beautifully, the notes being 
loud, clear and mellow. 
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Towhee; Chewink. — Pipilo erj^lhrophlhalmus. 8.36 

G>iiimoD Simuner Resident 

Field marks. — Entire iqpper parts black; white markings on 
wings and tail; belly white; sides bright chestnut; keq;>s 
tail well elevated; speaks its name, **Che-wink,** 
frequently, with the last syllable long drawn out; fond 
of keeping near the ground. 

I confess to an extreme fondness for this unobtrusive and 
inoffensive feathered friend of my walks in many parts of our 
country. He has no wonderful accomplishments and is 
plainly, thouc^ handsomely, garbed in hues diat reflect the 
tones of the earth. Occasionally he flies iq> on a low limb 
and utters his brisk chc-trink once or twice, and if nothing 
particular is discovered m the vicinity, drops back to the 
ground and resumes his scratching for food. The noise die 
Towhee makes while poking among the leaves for nice, fat 
grubs and insects, is one of the familiar sounds that greet the 
ears of die stroller through old pastures that have become 
overgrown widi birch sprouts and brambles, and akmg die 
outskirts of woods. 

Late in the afternoon, Towhee likes to forsake die ground 
for a period, mount to die topmost branches of a medium- 
sized tree and sing its only song — ^if such it mi^jbt be 
called. I ronember that when walking one day afield with 
my mother, while I was quite a litde chap, a Towhee was 
going through its limited repertoire on one of these nearby 
heights. **Do hear that sweet bird say *Drink your tea,* '* 
she exclaimed, and ever since diat day, diat has been die 
bird's song to me. Ralph Hoffman thinks that die song 
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**reieiiiblet the syllables Jid^poo, chiii\t^chiiile<hiidU.** 
but I believe it is better represented by the words drink your 
iea'C-e^-e. The bird arrives in Albany G>unty about die 
first of April and departs during the last week of October. 
The nest is placed on or near the ground and two broods are 
reared. 



Fox Sparrow. — Passerella iliaca. 7.26 

Migrant; more G>mmon in the Fall 

Field marks. — Largest of the Sparrows; everywhere blotched 
and marked with bright reddish-brown. 

In die early Spring and late in die Fall this species is se^i 
b this G>unty as a migrant Generally they keep well to 
die country, but not uncommonly diey pause awhile in town 
or village gardens and scratch among die dead leaves in search 
of food. They are easily recognizable by their large size and 
colors, which closely resemble those of the sleek coat of 
Reynard. 

Swamp Sparrow. — Melospiza georgiana. 5.90 

G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Under parts light slaty-gray, unmarked, lighter 
on throat; crown bright reddish-brown; upjpex parts dark 
brown, streaked with black. 

This is a somewhat characterless bird and difficult for 
die novice to identify. It frequents marshy places and the 
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nest is generally sunk deep in die long grass of a bog. The 
eggs are similar to those of die Song Sparrow. 



Lincoln's Sparrow. — Melospiza Uncolm. 5.75 

Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — BuSy band across breast; under parts white; 
upjpex parts similar to Song and Swamp Sparrows. 

This species is occasionally found in early Spring and 
mid-Fall in company with Song and odier migrating Sparrows. 
Only the keen eye» behind an excellent field-^ass, can 
identify it 



Song Sparrow. — Melotpiza dnerea mdodia. 6.31 

About die Most Gmimon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Large black spot in center of the brown-streaked 
breast; iqpper parts varying shades of brown. 

It has alwajTs been a source of wonder to me diat so few 
people seem to know die Song Sparrow, aldiough it is one 
of die commonest birds in eastern Nwth America. As 
«arly as the last of March this brave litde brown citizen of 
die feadiered world may be heard singing heartily m 
Washington Park, diough die snow still shows in patches on 
distant iq>lands. His song has more of die element of Spring 
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in it than any I know. To be sure the Bluebird it the 
accepted herald of the vernal season, but his song is cold, 
unemotional, and impersonal, while diat of the Song Sparrow 
is warm, vibrant with suggestions of the awakening world, 
and is really the most cheery, hopeful sound in nature during 
the early Spring. Writers have vied with each other in 
eulogizing Song Sparrow's vocal powers. He is a true 
melodist, with a fine sense of measure and ihythm, which has 
caused him to be classed far above many more pretentious 
birds whose vocal efforts command attention by dieir variety 
and brilliance. 

Song Sparrow is very modest and withal practical. His 
stage is generally a humble fence-post, and his Ijrrics are only 
interludes in a regular routine of household duties. Ofttimes 
the first nest is made and a comfdete set of eggs laid by die 
first of May. The fledfjings are no sooner launched on die 
yroAd dian die laying of a second set of eggs is begun. By 
die first of July, preparations for die rearing of a third family 
are under way. I have found near Albany as late as 
August 1 7, nests containing fredi eggs, and the parent birds 
seemed mudi interested in what may have been, for all I 
know, dieir fourth housekeeping venture of die season. The 
nest is placed on or near die ground and is often a very pretty 
structure. One diat I found some years ago was composed 
almost entirely of fredi, yellow straw. 

In eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, G>nnecticut, Massa- 
diusetts, and in die counties of Albany, G>lumlMa, Rensselaer, 
Wadiinglon, Fulton, and Montgomery, of New York Stale, 
6 
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I foioKl Song Sparrow from early Spring to late Autumn to 
be the most numerous of all tbe birds. 



Slate-colored Junco; Black Snowbird. — Junco 
hj^emalU. 6.27 

G>mmon in Spring and Fall 

Field marks. — ^Upper parts, throat, and upper breast light 
slate color; lower breast white, giving vest-like efiect; 
white outer tail-feathers show prominendy in flight 

I have found the Black Snowbird very common about 
AB>any, in the Fall and early Spring, but diough they are 
supposed to be present in Winter, I have never encountered 
them hereabouts after the really cold weadier had set in. 
Juncos breed in the Adirondacks, occasionally in die Catsldlls, 
and possibly m the higher Hdderbergs. 

In die Spring of 1904, I found these Inrds on Greenbudi 
Heights, Rensselaer Onrnty, as late as die last week of A|MriI, 
and I harbored the hope of fincEng diem breeding there later. 
But on my next visit to that locality — the midcHe of May — 
they had all disappeared Juncos always travd about Albany 
in Uttie companies. In late October and throughout the milder 
parts of November, Juncos are die most common birds in 
this section, along old roadsides and country lanes. In dieir 
summer home diey have a slight song, but only utter a short 
metallic chirp hereabouts. 
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Field Sparrow. — SpizeUa puuUa. 5.68 

G>iiimoD Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Bill bright reddish-brown; general color light 
slaty-gray on under parts, to reddish-brown on upper 
parts; gray line over eye; crown reddish-brown. 

This very common species arrives early in Spring and 
departs late in die Fall. It is fond of dry fields and pastures 
^^lere it builds its dainty nest on the ground, or in a low 
bush. The five eggs are white, finely speckled widi light 
brown. Field Sparrow is a very sweet smger. Sometimes, 
in arid places, his mellow, chromatic performance is die only 
bird song heard. 



Chipping Sparrow. — SpizeUa u>daUs. 5.38 

Very Gmimon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Black line durough eye; back brown, crown 
brighter shade; under parts gray. 

In olden days, before die English Sparrow had become 
lord of the urban domain. Chippy was a fearless visitant in 
city door-yards, and even built his nest and reared die young 
in a sheltering shrub or fruit tree. Now, he keq;>s well out 
in die country, diough he has sometimes held his own in large 
parks. A few remain in Washington Park and build dieir 
nests in die shrubbery. As his specific name implies Chippy 
is of a sociable disposition, shoMong no aversion to die 
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presence of man; indeed, he is rather partial to the big* 
ingenious animal* whose scattered bread crumbs make such 
delectable morsels of food. But Chippy cares nothing for a 
&^U and, having a natural repugnance for die noisy Gty 
Sparrow, he moved to rural parts and there now abides in 
peace and in great numbers. 

Chipping Sparrows arrive in this County from the South die 
first week in April and replace die Tree Sparrows, which diey 
closely resemble. Elarly in May the nest is built, and the 
four tiny blue eggs, speckled at die larger end with black, 
are laid. The nest is lined with horsehair, or tiny roodets. 
It is a very pretty structure, but is sometimes very insecurely 
placed on die branch and is apt to be dislodged by rude 
winds. If this happens another nest is built and housekeeping 
proceeds as though nothing had occurred. Two or three 
broods are reared in a season. 



Tree Sparrow. — Spizella monticola. 6.36 

Common in Early Spring and Late Fall; Fairly Common 
in Winter 

Field marks. — ^Under parts light gray; single blackish spot in 
center of breast; iqpper parts similar to sodaUs; nearly 
an inch longer than die Chippy. 

The best time to observe die Tree Sparrows is in March 
or November. They travel at this time in flocks and 
frequent light-grown woodsides; no odier Sparrows are likely 
to be present In midwinter diey revel in hollows where 
cedars and stunted oaks abound. At diis time diey cannot 
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be mistaken, for no other Sparrow is hardy enough to foQow 
them. By the time the Chipping Sparrows begin to think 
of nest building the Tree Sparrows have disappeared. 



White-throated Sparrow. — Zonotrichia albicoUU. 
6.75 

Very Gnnmon During Spring and Fall Migrations 

Field marks. — Large white patch covering throat; crown, 
striped black and white; line over the eye yellowish; bend 
of wing yellow; rest of plumage sparrow-like. 

In late April and early May this is one of the commonest 
migrants in this G>unty. They are large, handsome birds, 
with a brisk, cheery manner. While en route dieir only note 
is a metallic chip, but in their breeding grounds farther north 
they are regarded as beautiful singers. The White-throat 
has been called the Peabody-bird from its common song, which 
is heard in its breeding haunts. 



White-crowned Sparrow. — Zonotrichia leucophr^. 
6.88 

Uncommon Migrant 

Field marks. — Head striped prominently with black and 
white; no throat patch. 

This handsome Sparrow is found occasionally widi little 
conq>anies of White-diroats in the early Spring and late Fall. 
Like its near relative it keeps close to the eardi and is fond of 
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poking about among the fallen leaves in search of food. Care 
should be taken not to confound it with die White-throat, as 
both have striped crowns. If the bird looks like a Sparrow, 
has a striped head, and lacks die whitish diroat-patch, you may 
be sure it is leucophy$. (See Hermit Thrush; Page 29). 



Savanna Sparrow. — Passerculus $andmchensU savanna. 

5.68 

Not Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Pale yellow line over eye; bend of wing washed 
with bright ydlow; thin, white line through center of 
crown; tail short 

This bird has been found breeding sparingly in Albany 
County. During the migrating season it is more numerous, 
but never abundant The nest is built on die ground in open 
fields, and die eggs are bluish-white speckled with reddish 
brown. 



Vesper Sparrow; Bay-winged BuNTiNa — Poctcctes 
gramineus. 6. 1 2 

Common Sununer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire plumage prominently streaked with 
grayish-brown and blackish ; keq;>s close to die earth and 
runs considerable distance before taking to wing, when 
it shows prominendy the white outer tail-feadiers, which 
form a V. 

In the truck gardens and open fidds west of Albany this 
bird is abundant In repose it somewhat resembles the Song 
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Sparrow* but lacks tbe prominent spot in the center of the 
breast In its low, jerky flight it is easily distinguished by the 
white feathers in the taiL It has a very pleasing song. 

The nests that I have found have always been placed in 
ploughed ground. They were mere depressions in the soil, 
with a few grasses at die bottom, and die eggs numbered four 
or five; light slaty ground, blotched and marked with dark 
brown. 

Lapland Longspur. — Calcmus lappomcus. 6*24 
Rare Winter Visitant 

Fidd marks. — ^Upper parts bufiy, streaked with blackish- 
brown; crescent of black spots across breast; under parts 
whitish; indistinct chestnut bar across nape; has sparrow- 
like appearance; if examined closely the long hmd nail 
is disomred. 

Sometimes a smaU flock of these Finches is seen hereabouts 
in Winter, and a few have been observed in early Spring 
and late Fall. They are not easy to identify. 

Snowflake; Snow BuNTlNa — Passerina nrvolis. 6.88 

Irregular Winter Visitant 

Field mari^s. — Entire bird appears white at distance; on closer 
view, wash of rusty on shoulders, brownish on lop of head, 
lower two-thirds of primaries black, middle wing-coverts 
blackish. 

In extremely snowy Winters large flocks of diese hardy 
litde birds sweep down from die Northland and invade Albany 
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G>uiity. At tudk times fkey are seen in the open fidds feeding 
on the seeds of dried weeds. They are irery active, fly 
rafudly, and it is very difficult to get near enoui^ to observe 
diem. At a distance they appear like large flakes of snow, 
Uown by the wind. 



Pine Siskin. — Sptnus pinus. 5.00 

Irregular and Rare Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — Feathers of upper parts black, margined with 
dull brown, forming streaks; under parts bu^, streaked 
with black; indistinct yellowish-white bar on wings; bill 
sharply pointed. 

This bird is without doubt common enough about here some 
Winters, but I have only one record of its having been taken. 



American Goldfinch. — A$tagalmu tristis. 5.10 

Very Gmmion Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — Elntire body brilliant ydlow, varjring m 
intensity according to age of bird; wings and crown 
ebony black; female, an olive and dull black edition of 
male; both throw themsdves dirough the air in long, 
jerky lopes, accenting these movements with a four- 
syllable call. 

This bird is known in scmie parts of die country as die 
Wild Canary; about Albany it seems to be known by no 
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other name than die "Shiner/* an iqppellation which I never 
heard dsewhere. In June die male is in his most brilliant 
plumage and can hardly be outrivaled by any of our bright- 
colored birds. In August he sheds his yellow feadiors* becomes 
a dull olive similar to die female, and remains m diat garb 
diroughout die Winter. Small flocks of Goldfinches spend 
die Winter hereabouts* but they keep in well sheltered places 
and are not often seen, though dieir faint call notes can be 
heard in the coldest weadier. For scmie reason not thoroui^y 
eiplained, die Goldfinch defers nest building until very late, 
the little cup-like structures rarely being found earlier dian the 
first of July. The nest is placed m a fork of a tree, or 
bush, from five to twenty-five feet from the ground. The eggs 
are white. The Goldfinch has a faint warble which sounds 
somewhat like an echo of a Canary. 



Redpoll. — AcanihU UnmtL 5.31 

Irregular Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — Ground color sparrow-like; crown deep red; 
chin black; runq), breast, and iq)per belly washed with 
rose. 

I have never seen this bird in this part of the country, but 
am told by careful observers diat it occasionally invades 
Albany G>unty in cold Winters. 
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Greater Redpoll. — AcatUhU Imaia rottraia. 5.50 

Very Rare Winta Visitant 

Field mariLt. — Similar to above spedet, but averages dightljr 
larger; upper parts darker; bill shorter, and thicker; can 
hardly be distinguished from die Lesser Redpoll, unless 
a close comparison of die skins is made. 

Only one record; a very fine example was taken at Ken- 
wood, February 15, 1907. 



White-winged Crossbill. — Loxia Uucopiera. 6.05 

Irregular )X^ter Visitant 

Field marks. — Main color dull rose-red; wings, tail, and 
middle of back, black; two white wing-bars; tips of 
mandibles very sharp and crossed. 



American Crossbill; Red Crossbill. — Lo^da 
cumroita minor. 6.20 

Irregular Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — General color dull red, brownish on back; 
wings and tail blackish; tips of mandibles crossed. 

The above two closely allied species occasionally visit 
Albany County in extremely cold Winters, but they are not 
apt to come near the city and only the venturesome and 
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intrepid ornitbologitt will find them. A number have been 
observed in past years. Some Winters they are never seen.^ 



Engush Sparrow. — Paster dometticus. 6.35 

Lamentably Common 

Field marks. — Only Sparrow in city streets. 

This active scavenger of our cities is known to everyone. 
In this G>unty they are numerous far out into the country and 
m villages. They build their nests an]rwhere they can find 
a place, and breed from early Spring to FaU. The eggs 
present considerable variation, some being almost white and 
odiers so heavily speckled as to appear almost black. 



Purple Finch. — Carpodacus purpureus. 6.22 

O>mmon in Early Spring 

Field marks. — ^Looks like a Sparrow that has just had a bath 
in raspberry juice; on close view every feather is found 
sutfttsed with brilliant rose; rump bright rose; back, 
wings and tail brownish. 

This bird may occasionally be present here in Winter and 
may even breed here, but I have no records to this effect 

1 Since writing the above, I have in Washington Park; there it ap- 
tectired an authentic record of this parently but one record, 
species having been observed in Winter, 
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In April, 1907, I found them vary oommon in Warfiington 
Park and in the woods and fields west of the Gty. They 
indulged in their faint warbling, the while feeding on the 
tender buds of die trees* 



Pine Grosbeak. — Pwicola tmckaiar leucura. 9.10 

Inegular Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — Bill short and thick; entire plumage rose-red; 
center of back flecked with black; wings dark brown» 
barred wiA white; tail deeply forked. 

Specimens have been taken for die State in this County. 



Family Icteridse 

Purple Crackle; Crow Blackbird. — Quucdm 
qwMCula. 1 3.50 

Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire bird black, reflecting m certain lights 
shades of lustrous green and steel-blue. 

Just after die ice has gone out of die river, and while small 
patches of snow still remain in cool hollows, die bold and 
energetic Crow Blackbird returns from the Southland and adds 
color to die bleak, early ^ring landscape. At this time he 
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can be seen from a long distance, either walking sedately 
about the pallid, watery low-lands, or swinging on the heights 
of some naked tree; but later, when the nest is built, and the 
leaves are aU unfolded, he is more often heard than seen. I 
have never discovered the Crackles indulging in any sort of 
vocalism, though their common notes, which resemble the 
squeaking of a rusty hinge worked by intermittent winds, faU 
not unpleasantly on die ear at a time when more delicate 
forms of bird life are rare. Crackles are inclined to be 
gregarious, small colonies dwelling together even in die breeding 
season, in gendest amity. The secluded tops of pine trees 
are generaUy chosen for nesting places. 

Though rather bulky, the nests are well made, comfortable 
affairs, and are zealously guarded by both parent birds. The 
eggs number from diree to six, are bluish-gray, or greenish- 
white, qwtted and streaked in a fantastic manner with Uack 
and dark brown. 

Purple Crackles arrive in Albany about die middle of 
March, and depart late in November. 



Rusty Blackbird. — Scolecophagm caroUnus. 9.55 

Rare in Spring and FaU 

Field marks. — In Spring, lustrous steel-blue; in Autumn, 
feathers of iq)per parte margined with dull brown, giving 
bird a rusty appearance; eye dull white. 

This bird likes about the same haunte as die Red-wing; so 
if you see a Blackbird in such a place and it lacb die red 
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dioulder-straps you may be sure it if the Rusty. The female 
if a slaty gray. 



Baltimore Oriole. — Icterm gdbula. 7.50 

Very G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marb. — Head, throat, upper back, wings, and tail, 
lustrous black; breast, belly, and lower back bright 
orange; female much duller, the orange being replaced 
by dull yellow. 

Its brilliant coloration and penchant for the dms of park 
and village roadside have made die Baltimore Oriole fairly 
well known to almost eweryaot. The qpecies is extremely 
abundant both in and all about Albany and is liable to remam 
so, as die long, pendulous nests are generally {Jaced so far out 
on die tips of die slender, drooping branches diat the smiJl 
boy cannot reach them, and die birds keep at such a height 
most of the tiniie that die cats rardy have any luck in their 
direction. The Baltimore arrives here during the first week 
in May, the sixth being the earliest date in my note-book. 
Strangely, when they first get here from die Soudi, die tops 
of tall chestnut woods are thar favorite foraging place for 
several days. Then diey like to enjoy a diort period, flashing 
about among die white bloom of die plum trees of die garden, 
die males vying with each other before the females, after 
v^ch, mating accomplidied, die work of nest building is 
begun. This structure is too well known to require description, 
and almost every one has heard the musical peeping of die 
young after diey get old enough to cry for food. Perhaps 
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one of the flufiy, yellowisb fledglings has fluttered down into 
your yard and you have rescued it from some voracious cat; 
Baltimore has then given expression to his gratitude by a 
series of long, mellow, whistling notes, and you have given 
one more evidence that his confidence in man has not been 
betrayed. 

Five or six much elongated eggs are laid; ground bluish, 
etched and speckled wiA umber. 



Orchard Oriole. — Icterus spmius. 7.32 

Not Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire head, throat, and upptr back, black; 
breast, belly, lower back, and lesser wing-coverts, bright 
reddish-chestnut; wings dark brown. Female, much 
duUer. 

This l»rd seems to be a somewhat irregular resident; I 
had been about here for five years before encountering one, 
and this was on May 19, 1907. During the same Spring 
several were observed in Washington ParL I am told by 
odiers diat some years spwius is apparendy not present in diis 
section. The notes of the Orchard are similar to those of 
die Baltimore, yet wiA such a difference m tone as at once to 
distinguish diem to the keen listener. Because of this fact 
I alwasrs hear the Orchard before seeing it 

The nest is a diallow basket, woven of fine grasses, and 
swung among die branches of a tree, generally in an orchard; 
eggs, four or five, similar to galbula. 
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Meadowlark. — SUtmella magtUL 1 0. 76 

Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Under parte bright yellow* with black crescent 
across die breast; iq>por parte brown, streaked with black; 
white outer feathers of short tail show conspicuously in 



In the broad meadows where the daisies, clover, black-eyed 
Susans, and wild carrot hold dominion, the Meadowlark is 
very common throughout the Hudson and Mohawk VaUeys. 
They arrive almost as soon as the snow has disappeared. In 
the FaU they become gregarious, and, when the air grows 
frosty, depart for the South. Our bird has few lark-like 
characteristics, being partial to the earth rather Aan die sky, 
and flying low with rapid and somewhat laborious wing 
strokes. To the observer it appears a plain, brownish bird, 
as it is eztremdy difficult to approach near enough to catch 
even a glimpse of the yellow breast and Uack crescent The 
Meadowlark*s song is a faint, sweet whisde — so faint, m fact, 
that when quite near to one it seems a long distance away. 
Wh^ not on the ground die bird likes to sit on fence-poste 
and low trees bordering the meadow. Meadowlark is one of 
the earliest spring arrivals in Albany County. The nest is 
made of dry grass and placed under a tussock on the ground. 
Five or six large, white eggs, qwtted widi brown, are die nest 
complement. 
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Red-winged Blackbird. — Agelaius ph<tmceu$. 9.50 
G>iiiinon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire bird black, save a scarlet patch, edged 
with buff and white, at the bend of the wing. 

The cong-a-ree of the Red-wing is heard hereabouts along 
the middle of April, but it is not until the latter part of May, 
or early in June, when the long lush grass and cattails have 
grown rank in marshes and along the edges of ponds, that 
the nests are built These are neatly woven, deep, grassy 
baskets, generally set in a bush low over the water, or sunk 
in the long grass of a bog. When the first brood has taken 
to wing a second nest is built about the first of July. 
Red-wings are extremely sociable, and almost always live 
together in colonies. In die Fall they gaAer mto flocks, and, 
after wheeling about in gay companies for a short time, depart 
for more salubrious climes. The black plumage and bright 
red shoulder-straps of the male, and die plain brown hues of 
the female are familiar to every one who has frequented 
country places. 

CowBiRD. — Moloihrus aier. 7.92 

GMnmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Entire upper parte warm, dark brown; rest of 
plumage black, showing greenish and bluish reflections 
in strong light 

This is the true parasite of Urdland, m diat it never makes 
a nest, the eggs being deposited in the nesto of odier birds. 

7 
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Yet despite die bad reputation which Gywbird has gained and 
which he invariable sustains, the male is a trim and handsome 
fellow. Lengthy studies of this interesting bird have been 
made by many dose observers, therefore I will take leave of 
him by saying that he and his slightly smidler, slate-colored 
mate are everywhere common in Albany 0>uity. The eggs 
are grayish-while, thickly speckled wiA UacL The most 
devoted ornithologist has never yet succeeded in determining 
how many are laid in a seascm. Rardy more than one or 
two are deposited in one nest 

BoBOUNK. — DoUchanpx ory^manu. 7.25 

G>mmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Large blotches of creamy-white on back and 
nape; rest of plumage black. 

Wherever grassy fields abound, die eihilaratmg, delightful, 
but hopelessly indescribable music of the Bobdink is heard 
in Albany Oiunty. Go out into the country some early June 
day, where die air is heavy widi the perfume of red-clover, 
and Bstm to Bobolink's perpleiing melodies; if you are sad 
at heart, life will instantly seem better, even gay. You will 
know him by this description; he loob like a Blackbird that 
has been cau^^t in a snowstorm and still retains the white 
crystals on his glossy back. The female is brownish-gray, aiid 
in die Fall the male assumes the same garb. When they 
go soudi diey become Reedbirds and are shot by die diousands 
for die damage they do to the rice crops, and, incidentally, 
for dieir tender flesh, which is said to be excellent All the 
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same, we of the NorA alwasrs welcome the return of Bobolink 
in the Spring, and I feel a distinct pleasure in recording that 
he is as common as ever, notwithstanding the animosity felt 
toward him by Soudiemers. 

The nest is made in a tussock of grass and is very hard 
to find. Eggs, four to seven, elongated, grayish-white ground* 
q>eckled and blotched with pale olive and dark brown. 



Family Corvid« 

Subfamily Corvince 

American Crow. — Corvus americatm. 19.30 

Common Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — Bird entirely black; on close view and in 
favorable light, plumage iridescent steel-blue, or purplish. 

"Who knows 
The humor of die Crows, 
As forth Aey fly in bands 
Marauding o*er the lands? 

**They lurk, they lie in wait. 
They ponder, they dd>ate; 
I hear dieir laugh of scorn 
Among the grouting com: 

**Do diey despise mankind 
As creatures of weak mind 
Who plant good com in rows 
To feed die Crows?** 
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If the Crows fed a contempl for manldnd they certainly 
can thow **iMX>bable cause/' as the New England magistrates 
say» for they have been under the ban ever since the first of 
their number was discovered pulling up the farmer's tender 
young com. Like many geniuses. Mister Crow has been 
misunderstood; in other words his qualities have not been 
appreciated. The Crow is a bird of parte; he is versatile. 
His predilection for com-sproute is only a slight mdication of 
his epicurean tastes. And diis is nothing strange, for he has a 
large brain compared to the majority of the Passeres. Others 
of his family are distinguished for the same characteristics, as 
his near relative, the Blue Jay, also has a very large brain 
and the same marvelously developed auditory organs. 

The versatility of the Crow is shown in the way in which 
he adapte himself to conditions. He is a wmter resident 
in Albany County and, when the food in the woods and 
fields fails, he knows how to fish in the river. I have frequently 
seen this operation. My journal for March 14, 1904, 
reads: *'I observed Crows fishing in Island Creek. One 
hovered over the water, dropped down to the surface, and 
went to the ice to eat what it had caught" While sojourning 
at Lake George, I saw Crows fishing almost every day. 

Why cast aspersion upon die ebony and perfectly proper 
plumage of the Crow) Whether battling against the March 
or November winds, or posed against the white background of 
Winter, he is alwasrs trim, wdl groomed, and altogether 
admirable. He also has an mdependent air and shows his 
freedom in every movement I say that he is a permanent 
resident of Albany County, but omithologiste agree in 
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attributmg to him a certain nomadic temperament In a 
word, die Crows that breed hereabouts are siqiposed lo have 
spent die Winter in more southern quarters, while diose diat 
are seen about here during die Winter may probably go a 
Kttle fardier north to establish their families. The female 
Crow is an admirable modier. No one of our feathered folk 
is more soHcitous of die home and the eggs and fled^ings than 
the despised Crow; in fact, many a human mother might learn 
a lesson from the raucous bird of black plumage. In this 
c^mnection I might mention that the Crow is one of nature*s 
successes. The species is common everywhere in North 
America from the fur countries to Meiico. Closely allied 
species are found all over Europe, and it might be dted that 
Pierre Loti in his book L7m/e, Sans les Anglais, demon- 
strates diat the Crow fairly overruns the whole of In<£a. 
Our bird is equally common in Albany County. Mr. 
William G. Van Zandt, a local painter of horses, never 
regards his picture as complete unless diree Crows are 
visible in the landscape. As further evidence, I have found 
four or five Crow*s nests in an acre of woods within two 
miles of diis city. On die wooded heights of Rensselaer 
County diey are equally prolific breeders. Although die 
cursory observer sees a Crow's nest as only an awkward bundle 
of sticks, yet it is finely constructed, die interior being lined 
widi delicate grapevine bark and odier soft vegetable fiber. 
The eggs are lovely examples of coloration, die blue of die 
sky, die green of early vegetation, and the soft browns of 
Autumn foliage being marvelously intermingled in the shell 
markings. 
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I alluded above to the occasional fishing habits of our 
common Crow. Herein is food for reflection for the evolu- 
tionistt for the North American avifauna contains the regular 
Fish Crow (Corvus ossifragus) which keeps Lent throughout 
the jear by living entirely on a fish diet. I may say that the 
Fish Crow is smaller than Corvm americarms and has a cracked 
voice, which more than ansrthing else distinguishes him from his 
near relative; but this is hardly apropos of my subject, 
as the range of the Fish Crow does not extend farther north 
than southern Connecticut, and he is never seen in Albany 
County. 



Subfamily Gamilinas 

Blue Jay. — Cj^modtta cristata. 11.75 

Common Summer Resident; Rare in Winter 

Field marks. — ^Wings and tail bright blue, barred with black 
and white; upper parts bluish-gray; pronounced occipital 
crest; throat gray; black collar about neck; under parts 
whitish. 

The Blue Jay is hardly second to the Crow in cunning, 
wajTs that are peculiar, and general knowledge of the habits 
and proclivities of his natural enemy, man. 

The ornithologist is rather inclined to make friends with 
the Jay if occasion admits, but the sportsman harbors for him 
a contempt which generally means sure death if he gets within 
range of his gun. You see the Jay has such well-devdoped 
ears, and such a dear vision, that he takes it upon himself to 
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act as a sentiiiel of the forest; and, when all the leaves have 
turned to crimson and gold* when the Ruffed Grouse is drum- 
ming, and Bob-white has mustered his numerous family into 
whirring bands, the Jaj remains on guard on some leafy height 
and mvariably sounds the alarm note as the huntsman appears 
in the land. This is a wild, exasperating scream like to nothing 
else in the woods. It is immediately repeated by other unseen 
JajTs and there is a scurrying of the feathered folk all through 
the forest. The gunner just naturally gets mad and, if he 
can* sends a charge of shot in the direction of the enemy of 
his sport But to the credit of the Jay*s shrewdness be it 
said, that he generally manages to slip away on skilful wings 
to a place of safety before **the fowler's piece has marked his 
flight to do him wrong.** 

But if the Jay is the guardian of the other birds during 
the shooting season, he pla3rs a different role in the Spiing. 
While he is convenient to the birds in the Autumn, ofttimes 
saving several lives, they do not seem to take him very 
seriously as an altruist, remembering doubdess the trouble he 
has caused during the breeding season. Now the murder is 
out I Blue Jay has a penchant for other birds* eggs, 
especially those of birds smaller than he. He eats as many 
as his appetite demands, and then pecks holes in the others, 
throu^ malice aforethought or malicious mischief. Still he 
IS a zealous guardian of his own home, which is a picturesque 
structure of sticks and tender vines, placed in any desirable 
fork of low shrub or lofty tree. 

The Jay is a permanent resident of Albany County. In 
the Winter he is wild and distant, and is more frequendy seen 
in the FaU, than in Spring or Summer. 
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In die cold seaacMi he lives on rotten applet, frozen beniet» 
and acorns, that he may dig out from under the snow. In 
the vornal time he is so shy and wary that, when seen, he 
appears more like a cjiost of some past Autumn than a real 
bird interested in |Jain household duties. But should the 
intruder approach his nest, both he and his mate forget all 
prudence, cunning, and every trick of the woodland that they 
know, and become bimdies of feathered frenzy. 

The notes of die Jay in Fall and Winter are invariably 
hardi, but during die love-season die male has a low, sweet, 
lule-like call, which is often modulated into a beautiful song. 
Jajrs kept in cages have been known to whistle airs and to 
imitate perfecdy the mewing of a cat, the barking of a dog, 
and die crying of a baby. But die Jay is in his ^ory only 
when abroad in die Autumn woods on die lookout for man 
and his gun. 



Family Alaudids 

Prairie Horned Lark. — Otoams alpesim pratkoltL 

7.25 

Rare Summer Resident 

Field madcs. — ^Throat yellow; pointed tufts of feathers on 
sides of crown, extending backward; broken* black band 
across upper breast; lores and ear-coverts black; upper 
parts li^t, buffy-brown, verging to black and fbrnung 
wavy lines; under parts bufiy-white. 

This Inrd of die Mississippi Valley has extended its range 
and is now seen regularly m Albany G>unty, though moro 
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awMfoaily m die early Spring. It is found here through the 
breeding season, but no nests have been discovered, to my 
knovdedge. The nest is made of grass, placed an die ground, 
and contains three or four eggs, bhnsh-gray, finely speckled 
widi fic^t grayidi-brown* 



SUBORDER CLAMATORES 
Family Tyrannidae 

Least Flycatcher; Chebec. — Empidonax nunimus. 

5.40 

Common Summer Resident 

Fidd marks. — Upper parts olive-green with tinge of gray; 
under parts ashy-white; belly very slighdy wadied with 
yellow; two whitish wing-bars. 



Did you ever climb up mto the protecting arms of 
old api^e tree and discover diere, amidst the fxnk and white 
Uossoms and tender yellow-green leaves, die lovely litde nest 
of die Qiebec? That is how, m die long ago, I found my first 
Least Flycatcher's nest, and as I gazed at the grayish cup 
with its four creamy-white eggs, I wondered which was the 
most marvelous, the tiny bird's creation, the blue sky beyond it, 
or die blossoms diat hung over it, like a bridal canopy. 

The apple tree was on my grandmother's farm, and woven 
into the nest were two nice feadiers from one of my grand- 
modier's white hens. Qiebec lives in Albany County from 
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the first of April until the first of October, and btnkb the 
same kind of a nest in a fruit tree, a maple, or the fork of most 
any other tree, where the foliage is thicL He has rather a 
snappy personality on account of his way of suddenly darting 
from his lookout and seizing small winged insects in the air. 
He returns instandy to his perch, swallows the fly, flirts his 
tail, uttors a brisk che'bect and is ready for further business. 
He has a few gursjing notes, a single call, and is in fact a 
typical example of the Flycatcher family, although he is the 
smallest of the tribe. 



Alder Flycatcher. — Empidonax traUUi abiamm. 6.09 

Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Under parts grayish-white, washed lighdy with 
pale yellow; upper parts dark olive-green; two dull-white 
wing-bars; sligjidy larger than the Least Flycatcher; 
manners similar. 

A powerful field-glass or a gun are the only articles 
that will aid one to diferentiate between this bird and the 
Chebec, unless one can learn the calls of the two birds, which 
are dissimilar. Alnorum has only recendy been given a place 
by itself in our avifauna, the bird in 1895 not having been 
given its definite status. It is wilder and more retiring than the 
Least Flycatcher and is rarely seen away from moist, wooded 
places. 

The nest is not quite so finely built as that of mimmm 
and is placed in the crotch of a low bush; eggs, four, creamy 
white, li^dy spotted. 
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Yellow-belued Flycatcher. — Empiionax fla^hentU. 

5.63 

Occasional Spring and Fall Visitant 

Field marks. — ^Under parts sulphur-ydlow; upper parts similar 
to preceding species; upper mandible black, lower 
whitish. 

This q>ecies is occasionally seen in this Q>unty about the 
first of June and the first of September. It may breed here, but 
there are no records. Identification is hardly possible, unless 
the bird is in hand and con4>ared with the two preceding 
q>ecies. 



Wood Pewee. — Contopus virens. 6.54 
Fairly Gnnmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Upper parts dark, with famt tinge of olive 
and brown; wings and tail dark gray; two white wing' 
bars; under parts, whitish, verging to grajrish on sides. 

The beautiful lichen-covered nest of the Wood Pewee is 
one of the treasures that may award the search of the bird 
student in this vicinity. The nest is always saddled on a 
limb and the eggs are white with a wreath of dark markings 
about the larger end. The Wood Pewee is slightly larger 
than the Qiebec and considerably smaller than the Phoebe, 
otherwise it is similar in appearance. If one can learn the 
plamtive song, or call, of the Wood Pewee, identification will 
alwajrs be ea^. 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher. — Nutiallarm boreatU. 7.40 

Rare Transient Visitant 

Field marks. — Tuft of pale yellowish feathers on eidier flank, 
showing rather conq[>icuottsly; dull white line down center 
of breast, sometimes slighdy yellowish; rest of plumage 
dark grayish-olive, very slightly lif^ter on under parts. 

This species is considerably larger than any Flycatcher yet 
named and bears no resemblance to the Phoebe, Great-crest, 
or Kingbird; dierefore it should be eanly identified, as its 
characteristics are more pronounced than m any other member 
of the Flycatcher family. 



Ph(EBE. — Sa^orms phcebe. 7.00 

Gmmion Summer Rendent 

Field marks.*~Haunts old bridges, sheds, or rocky canjrons; 
upper parts dark smoky, widi slight olive cast; under 
parts white with possible yellowish cast; on alighting, 
constantly flits its tail. 

This gentle bird is one of several diat have found man 
cmngenial and in consequence has, to a considerable extent, 
changed his habits since the primeval wilds gave place to 
farms and villages. He never invades the city, but out- 
buildings m rural places are now his favorite haunts. Here 
he builds his beautiful, mossy nest, which is either glued 
against a rafter or plastered on a beam, and rears his family 
m safety. His predilection for old country bridges has given 
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him the name, in aoine quarters, of "Bridge Phoebe.** Once 
successfully established, the Phoebe returns year after year 
to the same |Jace and rears his young. I knew an old bridge, 
in early days, under which a pair of Phoebes builded their 
nests for several succesnve years. As surely as April came 
I always found them there at work on their domicile; and 
before the month was over the five white eggs were laid. 
Then, as is Phocbe*s custom, another and sometimes a third 
brood was reared. Phoebe*s nest is of such a character as 
to invite the presence of vermin, and for this reason they rarely 
inhabit the same nest twice. I say that my Phoebes returned 
year after year; but once upon a time Farmer Babcock drew 
an extra heavy load of stone over the bridge, and the nest and 
its contents fdl into the muddy stream. I found the wrecked 
home and feared that the birds would desert the locality, but 
no, not so; they constructed another nest against an adjoining 
beam and the full comi^ement of eggs was laid. Incubation 
was weD under way when a very heavy and continued rain 
came on, the fastenings of the nest were loosened and it shared 
the fate of the first No other nest was made and the birds 
disappeared. Next year I watched anxiously for dieir return, 
but ihey did not come back, and for several years, as long as 
I knew those haunts, the old bridge remained a silent place. 
That was a long time ago and I have often wondered, should 
I g^ back there, if I should find another generation of Phoebes 
breeding in Aat spot 

The Phoebe is not altogedier ^'civilized.** I have found 
them breeding in the mountains widi their nesti placed under 
shelving racks and dose to roaring torrents. This was thdr 
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probable mode of binlding when the Indiaiii were the only 
inhabitants of North America. 

Phoebe is a common summer restdent of Albany Gnmty, 
arriving about the first of April and remaining until October. 



Crested Flycatcher; Great-crested Flycatcher. 
M]^iarchus crimUu. 9.00 

Uncommon Summer Resident 

Fldd marks. — Has direct and even flight; very unapproach- 
able; upper parts brown* tinged with oKve and grayish; 
throat and breast h^i gray; belly sulphur-yellow. 

This is one of die real aristocrats among die birds. He 
has, however, one or two habits which lay him open to the 
charge of eccentricity, although his mdlow call in the ordiard 
has a genial ring and his decorum is irreproachable. One of 
his peculiarities is his insistence that there be a cast-oif snake 
skin m the lining of his nest Why he does this has never 
been satisfactorily explained. Probably Great-crest doesn't 
himself know just why he does it; but one thing is sure, and 
this is, diat very few nests have been found widiout the snake 
skm. The nest is built in a hollow tree, the former quarters 
of a Woodpecker genoraUy being utilized. 

The Great-crest is a bold, handsome fdlow, die yellow 
of his under parts being especially striking. His eggs present 
beautiful examples of coloration and quaint markings. He 
u never anywhere common. The first living example I ever 
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saw was in May. 1904, in an orchard adjcHning the 
Schenectady turnpike, about five nules from Albany. There 
was evideotly a nest hereabouts, but I could not find it 



Kingbird. — Tpranmu iprannus. 8.51 

GMnmon Summer Resident 

Fidd marks. — Grayish upper parts, becoming blackidi on 
head and upper tail-oorerts; orange-red crest, partially 
concealed; tcul blade, tipped with white; under parts 
white to ashy; given to spreading its tail and partially 
opening its wings while perched; fond of hovering in air 
widi wings in rapid motion. 

I never understood why die Kingbird should he called a 
tsnrant for I have always found him merely an ardent, home- 
loving bird, never mtniding on the ri^ts of odier feadiered 
folk, unless they encroadied upon his domain. If they did, 
diere was a fif^t, and Kingbird diowed only an admirable 
spunL He is a bird of die Summer-time and is in his ^ory 
m some <dd, dry orchard where he engages in his profession 
of fly-catdiing die livelong day. Sometimes die nest u placed 
on the branch of a sycamore tree over a stream or pond, but 
is more often built in an orchard tree. Four or five white 
eggs, boldly splashed widi dark brown, are die nest complement 
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ORDER MACROCHIRES 

SUBORDER TROCHILI 

Family Trochilids 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird. — TrochUm colubris. 
3.70 

Common Summer ResidenI 

Field marks. — Smallest bird and only Hummer found m 
Albany G>unty; upper parts bright lustrous green; throat 
gUstening ruby-red, the feadiers resembling tiny, metallic 
scales; rest of plumage grayish; violet tinge on wings and 
tail. 

This gay litde sprite, familiar to everyone in Oty or country 
who owns a flower garden, is die only representative of its 
great and beautiful family found east of the Rocky Mnmtains. 
It is quite numerous ifarouQ^out its habitat, which includes 
Albany G>unty. But the finding of the wonderful nest, which 
is made of silky vegetable down and covered widi tiny lichens 
until it resembles a knot on a branch, is such an uncommon 
event that it is always treasured in die mind of die most 
experienced student I once, however, knew an old country 
mansion, overgrown with Trumpet Creepers, where die lively 
Hummers literally swarmed, and never a season passed but 
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that several nests were discovered in the great elms about the 
place. Ruby-throat is pugnacious and full of courage and 
does not hesitate to tackle any bird, regardless of its size, 
if it is found encroaching upon the domain of flowers. 
G>ntrary to popular iii4>ression, the little creature feeds upon 
insects as well as the nectar within the petals. Two white* 
elongated eggs, about the size of a small pea, are laid. 



SUBORDER CYPSELI 

Family Micropodidas 

Chimney Swift. — Chittura pelagka. 5.43 

Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^High up m the air, looks like tiny, black, 
dgar-shaped airship, with long, rapidly-moving wings; 
utters constant twittering m flight; tail short and tq>ped 
with spines; flies down chimneys; never alights outside. 

There are probably few country chimiie3r8 in Albany 
County that do not contain nests of this Swift These are 
litde saucer-like affairs made of sticks stuck together with saliva 
supplied by the bird. If you want lo see a Chimney Swift*s 
nest, climb to the top of some old farm house along in June 
and look down the chimnQr. You will be quite apt lo discover 
two or three, containing four or five white eggs, or the young. 
8 
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SUBORDER CAPRIMULGI 

Family Caprimulgidae 

NiGHTHAWK. — Chcrdales wgmiattus. 10.00 

CommoD Sumnier Resident 



Field marks. — ^White bar on wings; broad white band across 
throat; tafl forked; rest of bvd appears blackish in flight 



On summer mornings* between the hours of four and five 
o'clock, when day is just breaking, the harsh peet of the 
Nii^thawk is a familiar sound over Albany. So shrill and 
penetrating is the bird's cry that it can be heard over the hum 
of die trolley cars and the ratde of die early-going milk-carts. 
Persons who never give any sort of a hird a thought, frequendy 
are seen to turn dieir gaze upward m questioning wonder, as 
though they would like to know what this bold, aerial marauder 
might be. Sometimes die birdk swoop down close to die lops 
of die buildings, but straightway sweep rapidly upward, 
sometimes to a great height In die early evening the birds 
are just as common over the Gty, thou^ their presence is not 
so noticeable, for the noise of die city u greater. 

In performing diese evolutions die Ni^thawk is simply 
foraging for flies and gnats, which he engulfs in his wide 
mouth; in odier words he eats as he flies; not because he 
hasn't time to stop, but because diat is die way it was ordained 
he diould live. Nighdiawks appear to me to be only pardy 
nocturnal; I have never heard them in die middle of the niflfit, 
and have never encountered them in die eitreme light of the 
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day. I have observed Nii^diawks over Philadelphia, Boston, 
New York and several odier cities of the East, quite as 
numerously as over Albany. 

The Nic^lhawk builds no nest, laying its two licjit-marbled 
eggs on a flat rock, or graveled roof. 



Whip-poor-will. — Antrostomus vodferus. 9.75 
Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Shouts its name in the night; narrow white line 
across upper breast; entire bird locdu black; (u reaOy 
mottled brown); form very similar to diat of the 
Nii^diawk.^ 

The weird cry of the Whip-poor-will is occasionally heard 
m die wooded parts of Albany Gnmty, though .it cannot be 
regarded as common hereabouts. In appearance and structure 
it closdy resembles its near relative die Nii^thawk, but 
its habits are different, preferring the darkest woods for its 
haunts. In the early evening it will approach die farmhouse, 
but is never seen near cities. Two eggs are laid among the 
brown leaves on die ground in woods. 

^If the student wiahea to know the comparative study of the tkini in some 
diagnostic features of the Whip-poor- museum, 
win and Nighthawk he should make a 
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ORDER PICI 

Family Picidse 

Northern Flicker; Golden-winged Woodpecker. — 
Colapte$ auratus luieus. 12.00 

Common Summer Rendent 

Field marks. — Flies m very long lopes, drawing up abrupdy 
at die end of each; large white patch on rump shows in 
flight; scarlet band across back of neck; black crescent 
across breast; underside of wings and tail bright ]rellow; 
back light chocolate-brown, barred with black; head 
plain brown; under parts heavily spotted wilh dark 
brown; bill long and curved. 

Elarly m the Spring, when lovemaking is m order, ihe 
Yellow-hammer, as it is sometimes called, shouts its name, 
flicker, from arboreal heights. At this time and all throu^ 
the breeding season he u a true Woodpecker, but in 
midsummer he descends to die open field and digs for worms 
like a Robin. In the Autumn when chcd^edierries and the 
fruit of the pepperidge tree are ripe, great numbers galher and 
devour the luscious fruit Then they break up into small 
flocks and fly soulh. The nest is m a hollow limb, which is 
generally excavated by ihe birds diemseives. From six to 
ten glossy white eggs are laid. A Flicker family, just before 
the young are ready to take to flight, is a noisy bunch. 

ii6 
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Red-headed Woodpecker. — Melancrpes er^throcephdus. 

9.75 

Very Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Elntire head and upper breast deep crimson; 
upper back, wings, and tail dark bluish-gray; band on 
wings, rump, and belly white. 

The brilliant hues and noUe proportions of this bird, the 
most striking of its family, diould serve to identify it instantly 
even to the most casual observer. Unfortunately, opportunities 
for observing it in this section of the State are very few and 
far between, as long ago it receded mto the wilder portions 
of northern New York and upper New England where 
natural enemies are not so abundant I had believed until 
recently that not an individual would be found in this 
G>unty, but my friend, Mr. Gardner C. Leonard, has happily 
mformed me that a pair had dieir nest near his country home 
in Altamont during die Summer of 1907. The birds were 
unmolested and reared their brood in safety. Doubtless 
odier pairs will be found in die strictly rural parts of die 
G>unty. Anyone found disturbing diese beautiful birds diould 
be immediately punished to die fullest extent of die law. Red- 
heads are said to winter occasionally in this State. 

From four to six white eggs are laid m a hollow tree. 
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YeLlow-BELUED Sapsucker. — Sphj^apicus varim. 8.56 

Fairly GMnmon Spring and Fall Migrant 

Field marks. — Crown and throat bright red; belly yellow; 
rest of plumage black and vrfiite; habits same as 
other Woodpeckers. 

During the Spring and Autumn migrations this alert and 
handsome bird is frequendy seen in Albany County. Several 
stop long enough in Washington Park every Spring to bore 
a few holes in die bark of the white birches and sip the sap. 
In the Fall diey like chokedierries, wild grapes, and the purple 
fruit of die pe|^>eridge tree. 

Five to seven white eggs are laid in the hc^ow of a tree» 
generally very high up. 



Downy Woodpecker. — Dryobates pubescem mtiianu. 

6.80 

Common m Summer, Rare in Winter 

Field marks. — Black and white, barred and streaked; scarlet 
patch on nape of neck. 

Here we have the smallest of our Woodpeckers, everywhere 
common in Albany County. Aldiough it is claimed that 
Downy ipends the Winter throu^out New England and New 
York State, I always count it an extremely rare event when I 
meet an example hereabouts m Wmter. During May a great 
many are present and a number remain to breed. The small 
size, and black and white plumage serve to identify the species. 
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From four to six white eggs are laid, m the hollow of a 
dead limb, or stump. 



Hairy Woodpecker. — Dryobata vUlosus. 9.40 

Very Rare Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — ^Differs from Downy only in size and minor 
details of markings; nearly three inches longer than 
Downy; bill is nearly an inch and a quarter in length* 
while Dovnay*s is about two-thirds of an inch in length. 

Despite die much larger size of villosm even the practiced 
field student is often puzzled to determine its identic, unless 
Downy happens to be in view at die same time, which is a 
rare occurrence. 

The bird seen about Albany, however, » pretty sure to be 
die Downy. I have encountered the Hairy but three or 
four times in this locali^. 

The nesting habits are the same as die Downy. 
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ORDER COCCYGES 

SUBORDER ALCYONES 

Family Alcedinidae 

Belted Kingfisher. — Cer^U alci^an. 13.00 

GMnmon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Broad UuiA-gray band across breast, sqparating 
white throat and belly; upper parts UuiA-^ay; bill long; 
tail short; crown feathers long and often erected into a 
im>nounced crest; only notes a harsh ratde, usually 
uttered on the wing. 

The harsh rattle of die Kingfisher is heard along the 
Hudson River and all the inland ponds and streams throufjiout 
this section; in fact, die species appears to be more common 
hereabouts than in any odier portions of the State, or 
New England, where I have wandered. There is no 
mistalring him for any other bird. The long wings and beak, 
die white-banded, bluidi-gray plumage, short tail, and erect 
feathers of the head are distinguidiing features. Perched on 
a limb or stump, over or alongside die water, the handsome 
Fisher wiD remain almost motionless for some time, and then, 
discovering a finny tid-bit near the surface, he wiD suddenly 
dart down, seize die fish in his beak, fly away to anodier 
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point of advantage, and gulp it down with evident relish. 
Sometimes die fish, if it is very small, is swaUowed on die 
wing/ 

The Kingfidier digs a long tunnel about five mches in 
diameter m a sand bank, and at a distance of between five 
and seven feet from die outer world, hollows out a litde cavern 
where the eggs are laid on the bare sand. I have dug out 
several Kingfishers and have always found them to be extremely 
devoted to their home. Once, after excavating seven feet 
into a bank, my $pa,6t suddenly eiqxMed die nest-cavern and 
the female sitting on her eggs. Aldioug^ given every 
opportunity to escsqpe she remained sitting until I lifted her 
off widi my hands. Even dien she struggled fiercely, using 
beak and claws, and was loadi to leave die beloved domicile. 
From five to seven glossy white eggs are laid. I have 
discovered diat die diell has a beautiful {Nnkish cast, whick 
does not disappear after die contents have been removed. A 
set of eggs in a collection I once made retained this rosy hue 
far several years. 



1 There is evidence that the King- 
fldier, when the flesh of the fish has 
been digested, disgorges pellets of 
bones, scales, and other indiges- 
tible matter, after the manner of 
several of the Raptores. Messrs G. 



L. Richard and 6. H. Chadwick found 
a number of these fish-bone pellets, 
along a creek near Nassau and were 
convinced that they were disgorged 
by the Kingfisher, as no other fish- 
eating bird frequents that stream. 
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SUBORDER CUCULI 
Family Cuculidse 

Black-billed Cuckoo. — Coccpzus enfArophOialmus. 

11.83 

I 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo. — Coccpzia americamu. 12.20 

Fairly Common Summer Residents 

Field marks. — ^Long slender birds; biUs slighdy curved; upper 
parts grayish-hrown; under parts white; erpthrophUudmm 
has r^l ^e-ring and black bill; lower mandible of 
americamu yellow and wing-coverts reddish-brown. 

The only sure way of differentiating between these birds 
is to bring diem close enough with your glass to note the color 
of the lower mandible. Sli|^l variations in idumage which 
I have not indicated, can only be discovered by an namination 
of die skins. Our Cuckoos are eztremdy graceful birds, but 
very shy and retiring. 

They never utter their name, like the European species, and 
their only song is a series of rather lugubrious syllables of a 
deep contralto character. The nest is a slight but artistic 
affair, made of coarse sticks and twigs, and placed in a tangle 
of vines or some low, scrubby tree. Four greenish-blue eggs 
are laid, often several days apart 

I once found a nest containing one fresh egg, one egg in an 
advanced embrjronic stage, and two fully-fledged young. 
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ORDER RAPTORES 

SUBORDER STRIGES 

Family Bubonidae 

Snowy Owl. — Ny^tea nj^cica. 25.00 

Irregular Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — Entire bird white, widi more or less faint 
barring of brown on head and back; looks pure white 
to observer; eyes yellow; strictly diurnal. 

Several have been taken in recent years. I have no record 
of its having been seen during the past two years. 

Great Horned Owl. — Bubo wginuann. 22.00 

Not Uncommon Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — Largest owl found here, except the Snowy; 
ear-tufts pronounced, nearly two inches m length; eyes 
yellow; disk bufly; general color, dark brown, or black 
intermingled with tawny; over-layer of gray in some 
q)ecimens; under parti lic^tcr and barred; whitish collar 
across upper breast 

This Owl can be mistaken for no other bird, because of 
its great size and pronounced characteristics. It is fond of 
die deep, dark woods, dioug^ not infrequendy, at niflfit, makes 

123 
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a sally mto die barnyard and carries off a succulent chicken. 
The Great Homed breeds very early in the year, fresh eggs 
having been found as early as February, when the ground 
was covered with snow. The nest is placed in a tree and » 
generally an elaboration of a hawk*s or squirrel's nest Two 
or three large, white eggs are laid. 

Screech Owl. — Mega$cop$ ado. 9.45 

Gwunon Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — ^Appears in two phases, one reddish brown, the 
odier silvery-gray, both lecked and streaked with Uack; 
eyes yellow; ear-tufts an inch long, on sides of head. 

This is the commonest of the Owls about here. Sometimes 
just at dusk one will invade the Capital City, possibly to 
absorb a litde more **wisdom** from die legislative atmosphere. 

Nest is m a hollow tree; eggs, four to six, white. 

Saw-whet Owl; Acadian Owl. — Nyctala acadica. 8.00 

Rare Winter Vuitant 

Field marks.-*Smallest species here; no ear tufts; txpper parts 
dark grayish-brown; under parts white, streaked with 
brown. 

I know a gentleman who has one of these birds mounted, 
in his library. It was taken near Albany. There are few 
records, but its winter range covers this County and I am 
told diat it is present in small numbers. 
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Barred Owl. — Syndum variunu 20.00 

G>iiuiion Permanent Resident 

Fidd marks. — ^Head well rounded, witbout ear-tufts; disk 
gray; eyes black; general color grayish-bro%^; upper 
parts barred, and breast streaked widi black. 

This is the bird whose weird cries in die nic^t, heard 

occasionally in obscure rural places, have given it the name 

of Hoot Owl. Several have been taken recendy very near 
Albany. 

Short-eared Owl. — Auo acdpitrintts. 15.51 

Rare Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — Under parti very light bufly, finely streaked 
with black; upper parti warm brown, str^Jced with 
blackish; ear tufts very short; inclined lo be diurnal. 

A few q>ecimens of this Owl have been taken here. It 
nests on the ground; eggs, four to seven, white. 

American Long-eared Owl. — Ano ipUsomamu. 14.80 

Rare Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — Much darker plumage than the above species, 
barred all over widi black; tail rather long; ear-tufts, over 
an inch in length, rise from center of crown and curve 
outward. 

This is a strictly nocturnal species. If one can get a glimpse 
of the ears, or horns, identification diould be positive. 
Nests m hollow trees; eggs, four lo six, white. 
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Family Strigidse 

American Barn Owl. — Stix pratincola. 18.00 

Extremely Rare Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — White face* surrounded by a heart-shaped* 
brown line, formed by fealfaers, which stand out something 
like an EJizabedian ruff; eyes black; upper part bri|^t 
tawny, overcast by gray flecked wilh black and white 
polkandots; upper parts of wings and tail faindy barred 
with blackish; under parts of wings marked with broken 
bars of black; breast and belly white, flecked with fine 
black dots; flanks washed with tawny; tarsi very long. 

The above description is from a finely mounted q)ecimen 
taken here in October, 1907. I have never seen die living 
bird. All writers seem to approach the siAject of this Owl 
very gingerly, as diouc^ diey were hardly sure of dieir ground, 
and I confess to the same feding. It is so uncommon and has 
sudi retiring habits that one mic^t live several lifetimes and 
not encounter it It u said to frequent die dark comers of 
eld buildings or deep woods, occasionally uttering a series of 
weird, screaming notes. Its quaint face has given it the name 
of Monkey-faced Owl. 

It is said to make its nest in a tower or steeple, or 
occasionally in a hollow tree. 
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SUBORDER FALCONES 

Family Falconidfle' 

American Osprey; Fish Hawk. — Pandion haliaeiiu 
carolinenm. 23.10 

Fairly GMnmon Svnuiier Readenl 

Fldd marks. — Entire wider parts pure v^te; upper parts 
dark brown. 

It is a matter of satisfaction to record tiiat this magniliaiif 
and entirdy harmless hird is fairly common in this C>an^. 
I have observed exan^les on the Hudson River in close 
proximity to Albany, and over the NormanskiU near Kenwood 
on nearly all of my outings in diose directions. I have not 
yet located a nest in this G>unty, diousJi in the height of the 
breeding season of 1904 I found three adults in a wild spot 
known locally as **Hell Hole,** in Rensselaer G>unty, about 
four miles south of the city of Rensselaer and but a short 
distance from the Hudson River, whose actions indicated ihat 
I was close to an eyrie. One of these 04>reys had in its 
talons a large fish, which it had just cau^t in the river. My 
efforts to locate die nest were unsuccessful, but I have no 
doubt diat it was near at hand. Two of the birds flew low, 
uttering die while their peculiar flute-like cries, which often 
resembled die warbling of lesser birds. The amateur has no 
difficulty in identifying die Osprey, die pure white under parts 

>Ifi o61or«tioii« the phnnagM of the inches longer than the melee, accord- 
females differ from the males mnch ing to the 8x>edes, thovigfa conddei^ 
less among the Palcones than in almost able variation is sometimes found. 
any other gronp of birds; but the The measurements here given apply 
females average from one to three to the males. 
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and the pronounced curve of the great wings being the 
distinguishing characteristics. The Fish Hawk is a wonderfid 
flier; in fact* except when arising from the water after a dive 
for its prey, it seems to exert no wing effort whatever in its 
slow and graceful aerial movements. With apparendy set 
pinions it will float, hi^^ in the calm summer air, for a long 
period. Then, having discovered a tirmpting fish far below, 
it will drop like a stone, striking the water with a loud splash. 
If the fish is captured the great bird wiU bear it away to some 
nearby height and devour it O^reys are thoroughly 
protected by law throu^ut the year, and well they may be, 
for they viotk no injury to anyone and are certainly picturesque 
figures along watercourses. It is only an ignorant person 
who will dioot an O^rey or destroy its nest Numerous 
stories are told of the proneness of the Fish Hawk to return 
year after year to the same loved eyrie and rear its young. 
The nest is a bulky affair placed in a tall tree or on a rocky 
ledge, and the eggs are beautifully mottled with varying diades 
of dark brown and purple on a buff or whitish ground. 



Subfamily Accipitrinse 

American Sparrow Hawk. — Falco sparverius. 9.50 

Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Head and wing-coverts bluish-slaty; reddish 
spot on crown; one band on tail; spotted, light under 
parts; smallest hawk seen here. 

This beautiful Htde Falcon I have not found numerous 
m Albany 0>unty, but westward in the Mohawk Valley, 
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Pigeon Hawk 129 

between Amsterdam and Johnstown I have seen a great many 
of them in the height of the breeding season. It frequents 
open fields, over which it flies with rapid wing strokes in a 
constant search for mice and small birds, grasdioppen and 
other large insects. 

The nest is in a hollow tree. From four to seven eggs 
are laid; white, or bufiy ground, spotted with brown. 



Pigeon Hawk. — Falco columbarius. 1 0. 1 5 

Common Spring and Fall Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Three or four light bars on tail; upper parts 
slaty-blue; under parts white or bufiy, streaked with 
black; li^t brown collar about necL 

This is next in size to the Sparrow Hawk, from which it 
can be told by its more rapid wing motion and its pigeon-like 
appearance when in repose. 



Duck Hawk. — Fdco peregrmus anaium. 16.00 

Very Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Very swift flier; powerful wings; gun the only 
sure means of identification. 

I have never seen this Hawk in Hfe, but others tell me 
that several have been observed in this Q>unty in the Autumn. 
9 
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Bald Eacle; Aiierican Eagle. — Hdm^tm Uucoceph- 
aiia. 32.00 

Not UncommoD Transienl Visitant 

Field marks. — Head, neck and tail white; lest of phmage 
dark brown, appearing blackish to distant observer. 

The above ckscrvlioii applies mly lo the aduh birdi in the 
third or fourth year, as the immature examples are uniformly 
dark, flecked here and there with white. Bald Eagles have 
been seen quite frequendy in recent years passing over Albany 
G>unly and they doubdess pause occasionally when circum- 
stances are propitious, though they certainly do not breed 
here. Farther down die Hudson Valley there are known 
eyries, which remain unmolested srear after 3rear. The species 
is not so rare as has been supposed, though the regions 
hereabouts are not favorable to it as a resident There is no 
mistaking the mature bird with a white head, but the immature 
birdi can be told from certam Hawks only hiy their immense 
spread of wings. 



American Rough-legged Hawk. — Archibuieo lagopus 
tancti'johanms. 21.50 

Very Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — Nocturnal in haUti, hunting in late twilight; 
slow, noiseless, measured flight; plumage dark, though it 
exists in lighter phase. 

This Hawk has been occasionally seen in this CMmty. 
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Broad-winged Hawk. — Buteo plaiypierm. 
Uncommon Summer Reddent 



14.00 



Field marks. — ^Tail dark, with two light bands; under parts 
brownidi, barred with darker shade; upper parts dark 
brcywn vrith infusion of gray. 

This beautifid Hawk is rarely seen near Albany, but it is 
present in the wooded slopes of the Helderbergs, where it 
ibubdcai bfee<b. It has a very un-bawk-like cry which 
icsenUes the notes of the Wood Pewee. 

Nett Ugh in • tree; eggs, two to four, white ground, 
qi^adied with brown. 



Red-shouldered Hawk. — Buteo lineaiu$. 16.35 

G>mniOB Pennanent Resident 

Field marks. — Lesser wing-coverts bri^jit reddish-brown, in 
distinct contest with the darker shades of brown and 
blackish of the upper parts; four or five bands across 
tail, which show in fli|^t; under parts bufiy, streaked and 
I^dy barred widi blackish.^ 

This and Ae following species are known to the farmers as 
Hen Hawks, for they sometimes descend upon an unsuspect- 



>The 4f»wiDf of til* ReA-Aoiddnred 
Hawk which llr. Richard hat made 
mirteXVlDisfcaayaperlfait of a 
fiving albino which he kept for aome 
time in his laboratory. The bird was 
taken near Albany and brought to 
Mr. Richard with a linflte gun-ihot 
we und tfttoqrft one wing. Itwaspare 
white throughout, with not a dgn of a 
masking. The eyes were remarkably 
beautiful, the irises being a deep, rich, 
tsanilucent blue, and the xmpils black. 
The bird stx>n recovered from its m* 
jury and made itself at home, losing 
i» a -very shevt time its fierceness, 
and roaming at wiU about the room. 
Bventually the bird became tame and 
would stand on its master's wrist and 
eat from his hand. The bird was fond 



ef throwing itself into all sorts of 
grotesque attitudes, spreading its 
taH, expandlBg its wings downward 
and fluffing up its feathers until it 
resembled a great white bsll. Late 
in the Winter the Hawk became 
sick and itwas sent to the happy 
hunting ground by means of dilore* 
form. It was moimted and can now 
be seen in the State Museum. In mak- 
ing his drawing Mr. Richard has 
supplied the normal marldngs from 
another specimen, but the eyes have 
been left as in the albino. *' It seems 
a pity to destroy the facial Uksness " 
observed the artist: and I let it go 
at that. Surely cold sdaaoe should 
not claim everything. 
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ing fowl and carry it off with ease. I once saw a Red-shoulder 
swoop down on a proud I^ymouth Rock rooster of a very 
large size and slay it with one blow of its powerful, hooked 
beaL This happened about two rods from where I was 
standing, and I beUeve the rooster would have been carried 
off had I not rushed to the scene of the tragedy and frightened 
the Hawk away. The only mark I could find on the 
fowl was a single indentation in the skull. While young and 
inexperienced I tried one day to capture an adult Red-shoulder 
alive. I had shot the bird and it had fallen to the ground. 
When I came up to His Hawkship he was standing erect, 
with one wing broken, but defiance still Reaming in his wicked 
eyes. Creeping up to him, I made a sudden grab for his 
neck. With a lightning-like movement the Hawk raised his 
nigh foot and sozed my wrist, bursring his long talons a 
quarter of an inch in my flesh. It was not until I had 
crushed the i»rd to death with my knee that I could extricate 
my wrist from his grasp. I recall distincdy the expression of 
lofty pride in those dying eyes, and my sympathies, now, are 
with the bird, though shordy after the tragedy, ^ass eyes, 
wire, and tow, did very well for him. 

The nest of the Red-shoulder is a l»g affair, placed in a 
tree at a considerable distance from the ground. The eggs 
number from tfiree to six and vary in coloration. In a nest 
once found by my brother there was one plain white egg, one 
slightly speckled with Hfjit brown at the smaller end, a third 
ridily splashed all over with russet and Hlac, and a fourth with 
a liiJit greenish ground, marked all over with dark greenish 
and H^t brown. 
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Red-tailed Hawk 133 

Red-tailed Hawk. — Buieo bartalU. 20.00 

Uncommon Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — Tail bright reddish* with one narrow band near 
the 6p; under parts white, streaked with brown; upper 
parts dark brown. 

The habits of ifais Hawk are almost identical with those 
of the Red-shoulder, but it comes out in the open less and is 
fond of the wilder, wooded sections of the Omnty. Its nest 
and eggs are similar to those of the preceding species. 

American Goshawk. — Acdpiier atricttpUlus. 22.00 

Irregular Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — Uppei parts slaty gray and under parts lighter: 
entire bird appears barred and streaked with darker gray. 

Some Winters a number have been seen here; again, some 
years, it appears to be absent. 

Cooper's Hawk. — Acdpiter coopem. 15,54 

Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Tail rounded, with V diaped bars; upper parts 
dark gray; under parts light, barred with brown. 

This is considered about the roost destructive to poultry of 
all the Hawks. It nests in trees, lasring from four to six bluish- 
white 
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Sharp-shinned Hawk. — Acdpiter vdox. 11.30 

Common in Early Spring and Fall 

Field marks. — ^Tail square, barred; primaries barred; upper 
parts grayish bro%^; under parts whitish, barred and 
streaked with pale brown. 

This Hawk is the bitterest enemy of the small birds, 
devouring more than any other of its race. It may possibly 
breed here, though I have no record. The nest is placed 
high in trees; eggs, four to six, nearly spherical, and wreathed, 
generally around the center, with blotches of reddish-brown. 



Marsh Hawk. — Circm Auifsomus. 19.00 

Uncommon Sununer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Long tail, barred; upper tail-coverts white; 
general color gray, darker on upper parts; breast and 
under parts white, lighdy barred with pale brown. 

This bird is apt to fly low and leisurely, and is therefore 
easy to identify. The nest is placed on the ground in marshes; 
eggs, four to six, dull white. 
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ORDER COLUMBiE 

Family Coliimbidas 

Mourning Dove. — Zetmiara maerowM. 11.90 

Fairly GHnmon Summer Resident 

Pleld marks. — Obly common wild dove in ihb County; makes 
whisding sound with wings as it flies; long pointed tail; 
dove-like in appearance. 

There can be no mistaking ihb Urd for one of any other 
family. While no great numbers are met with about here« 
still a few are seen every year during the breeding season. 
The nest is a slight platform of sticks, placed rather low in a 
tree, often in an orchard; eggs, two, white. 

Passenger Pigeon. — EctopUtes ndgratmus. 16.29 

Rarest of all Birds; Nearly Elztinct in East 

Field marks. — ^Upper parts slaty-blue; back and sides of neck 
iridescent; center of back and scapulars brownish-olive, 
becommg dusky on wings, whidi are tipped with white; 
under parts bright redcbh-buff; lower belly white. 

This beautiful Pigeon, formerly the roost abundant of all 
our birds, is now among the scarcest Time was when they 
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travelled ia flocks Dumbering many miUions of indivichials; 
DOW, tke findmg of a sm^e specimen is an ttnnsiial event Dur- 
ing the SiBnmer of 1906, and again in 1907. a Wad Pigeon 
was observed by Mr. Edmund N. Hiiyck and others, at his 
country place in Rensselaerville. This is the only report in 
many years of the appearance of Ectopistes in thb G>unty. 
About twelve years ago Mr. Charles Payne, of East Scho- 
dack, Rensselaer County, saw a small flock and shot six, not 
realizing at the time how extremely rare the Pigeon was. 
These were the only individuals he had seen in many years, 
and he has observed none since that time. During the present 
year Mr. John Burroughs created a great deal of interest in 
the ornithological world by announcing that he had positively 
verified the rqwrt of the pretence of a flock of about one 
thousand Wild Pigeons near the Beaverkill, Sullivan County, 
diis State. The birds were observed late in the afternoon of 
May 23, 1907, by a number of reliable persons, among whom 
was an old farmer who had seen the birds in great numbers^ 
in that vicinity forty years ago. He said that he knew Wild 
Pigeons as well as he knew folks. Mr. Burrouf^ was per- 
fecdy confident that the record was authentic. (The Oudook, 
July 13, 1907.) 

The nest of Passenger is a rude |Jatform of sticks, set in a 
tree; two white eggs are laid. 
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ORDER GALLINiE 

Family Tetraonidae 
Subfamily Tetraoninae 

Ruffed Grouse; Partridge; Pheasant. — Bonasa 
umbellm, 1 7.00 

Uncommon PennanenI Resident 

Field marks. — Flies up with a bang, making more noise than 
any other bird in Albany County; tufto of broad, glossy 
black feathers on each side of neck; entire plumage 
barred and mottled with vaiying shades of brown. 

I know a place within a short car ride from Albany where 
I invariably flush four or five fine Partridges; then there is 
another wooded slope where I have frequently scared up 
from one to three; but I am not going to indicate these placet 
as I am fond of live Partridges in the field and would like 
to see them live. The gunner hereabouts laments the fact 
that the Grouse have almost disappeared from the County and, 
with a wise look, packs his expensive diooting outfit and 
takes the train for the North Woods. Let us not hinder 
him; the farther he goes the better I like him; and in the 
meantime it is posnble that a few birds will continue to exist 
near the Ciq[>itoI. 

It cannot be denied that the Rufied Grouse has become a 
rare bird here. The land has been too much denuded of 

137 



Digitized by 



Google 



138 The Birds of Albany Count\* 

its forests to faTor the increase of the Grouse, but liiejr 
doubtless breed here sparingly. It is unnecessary to desciibe 
this, our most magnificent game bird, as almost everyone has 
seen them, before the present game laws were ^lacted, hanging 
before our markets, victims to the epicurean tastes of superior 



During the main part of the year the Partridge is very 
wild and distant Formerly they were supposed to be 
untamable, but a writer in a recent magazine, tells of having 
thoroughly domesticated a number of birds and bred them 
in captivity. 

But however wary the Grouse may be generally, there is 
a certain period of the year when the hen puts by all fear 
of natural enemies and can be as easily approached as a 
barnyard fowl. This is when the chicks have just left the 
diell and need their mother's protection. I recall very well 
in early years, coming suddenly upon a hen Partridge with 
a very large brood of flufiy, downy diicks. It was in an 
old, litde-frequented mountain road in Connecticut. I stooped 
and lifted a couple of the diicks in my hands. They rested 
contentedly oiough in my palms, but what an agony of mind 
the mother betrayed! With every feather erect, wings 
drooping, and tail spread, die fairiy danced about me, coming 
so close that I could have reached out and touched her. And 
all the time she uttered strange, wild cries, much like the 
whining of a cat Then I placed the chicks on the ground 
and retired a short distance from the spot The mother 
straightway calmed down and led her brood into the under* 
brush; for a moment I heard a scunying of tiny feet ihrougli 
the leaves and then the whole company had vanished. 
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I wiked five minulet and heard a call, different ikis 
over under the mountain side. The iiM>tfier had reached a 
place of safety and was mardialling her forces. 



SubfSEtmily Perdicinae 

Bob-white; Quail. — Colma wgiruatm. 10.00 

Elxtremdy Rare Permanent Resident 

Field marks. — ^Whistles its name on two notes, the last the 
higher, sometimes repeating the last note; throat and 
broad line over eye, pure white; rest of plumage mottled, 
barred, and checked with varying shades of brown and 
buff; bill very short; form well rounded. 

The latter part of June and in midsummer the mellow 
whisde of Bob-white is occasionally heard in old pastures and 
along the edges of meadows in this Q>un^; but the species 
is not so numerous as in days of yore and, in the Autumn, 
covies are very rarely encountered by the hunter. While 
very wild and difficult to approach after they have gathered 
into flocks in the Fall, Quail, like the Ruffed Grouse, change 
their habits completely during the breeding season. Not long 
ago I found a nest on August 22 containing seventeen 
eggs. The flushed bird disappeared in some nearby second 
growth, and after a hasty glance at the glistening white 
P3rriformed eggs I hastened away, not wishing to disturb 
the home. But actuated by a desire to make further 
observations I visited the spot two days later. The nest was 
under a little cluster of blackberry vines and grass about 
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thirty feet fn»n railroad tracks. I approached very cautioiuly 
and to my amazement the sitting female allowed me to come 
within four feet of the nest. I kndt down until my face was 
within two feet of the mother bird, and she stiU remained 
unmoved. 

With a gende movement of my hand I shooed her from 
the nest She arose slowly, with no show of alarm, walked 
to a small rock about six feet away, mounted it and turned 
and looked me over. There was something very dainty and 
elegant in her manner which excited my admiration to the 
utmost But widiing to test her equanimity further I exclaimed 
aloud: "Well, you are a cool one; don*t you know that I 
may be a murderer?** For answer die calmly preened her 
wings, fluffed up her feathers, cocked her head to one side, 
and looked at me as much as to say: "O, I don't know; I 
guess you are harmless.'* I waved my hand again and gave 
a "shoo.** Skt walked down off die rock, strolled leisurely 
across a diort open space, passed under a barbed vrire fence, 
and mounted another rock on die other side. After a further 
survey of the nest I arose and walked away about two rods and 
had die satisfaction of seeing her return to the nest in the same 
deliberate manner in which she had left it I never visited 
my BolKwhite again, but I trust she reared her brood in safety 
and diat die whole family dodged the wily gunner in the Fall. 
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ORDER LIMICOLiE 

Family Charadriidae^ 

Semipalmated Plover; Ring-neck. — jEgiaUtU 

ietrnpalmaiiL 6.76 

Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — ^Throat and ring around neck white; black band 
across breast and extending around lower neck; sides of 
head black; upper parts grajfish-brown; under parts 
white; bobs. 

The sweet call of this bird is occasionally heard in some 

of die marshy districts of this Gnmty, in Spring or Fall, but 

it is never plentiful. It requires a close observer to establish 

its identi^. 

KiLLDEER. — Oxjfechui vodferm. 10.50 

Rare Sunmier Resident 

Fuid marks. — G>nstandy utters high-ixtched kUl-dee; two 
bands of black across breast, divided by white, upper 
band forming ring about neck; rump reddish-brown; 
bobs. 

While this Plover has a wide range, it has long been r^ 

garded as extremely rare in this section. In open meadows, 

lA number' of theie wftter-birdi Me fail to identify a Duck tmtil they 

very wary and ao leldom teen ae to hare bac8«d the bird. Becatae of 

render it practically impoeaible to tfaeee imctM the author, in leTeral in- 

give any field-marks which will aid itances. has merely catalogued seve- 

in identification. The same rule ap- ral of the rarer forms of Sandpipers 

pUes to the Ducks. Bven hunters p^ and Ducks. These should be studied 

many years experience sometimes inanraseum. 
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eipecially near water, a few incBviduals are occasionally teen, 
and it is known to breed. The two black bands across the 
breast and the common call, render it easy to identify. Three 
or four eggs, light buffy ground, speckled and etched with 
dark umber, are laid in a mere depressbn on die ground, in 
a dry, stony field. 

American Golden Plover. — Charadrius iowmcva 
10.50 

Not UncooBBMNi m ibe AMtamn 

Field madb. — Upper parts black, faintly spotted with duU 
yellow; under parts very slighdy lifter; on close view 
the entire upper parts have a lustrous golden tinge. 

Expert gunaers tdl me Aat every Fall they take several 
bags of this handsome Plover. A number have already been 
taken this Fall (1907) in Rensselaer Gnrnty. The novice 
will find it difficult to identify diis bird in die field and the 
best way to study it is to examine the skin in a museum. 



Family Scolopacids 

Spotted Sandpiper. — AcAtii maculma. 7.50 

Very CZommon Smnmer ResKMst 

Field marks. — Teeters constandy; upper parts light grayidi- 
brown; under parts white, spotted with dark brown; bill 
nearly an inch in length. 

From tate in April until toward the last of August, this 
bird is found very numerously along inland streams and old 
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poidi with stMQT or t^miy borders, everywhere throuiliout this 
tectioii. It is easily identified, for odier members of its family 
are very rare hereabouts. Flying low over the water, with 
peculiar iaterrnkteDt wing motion and uttering ikt while its 
sweet-toaed peeU peeU P^U it is often about the only sign 
•f bird life in its watery haunts, unless the rattling notes of 
the Kingfisher happen to be heard overhead. When the bird 
ah^ts it teeters rapidly several times, picks a scrambling bug 
from the sand and runs onward, eonstandy bobbing and 
feeding. The nesi is usually placed a considerable distance 
from the water. I have found several in potato fidds. It 
is a mere dq)ression m the ground widi a few straws or particles 
of pass at the bottom. The eggs, numbering four, are 
decidedly psrriform, with creamy ground and heavily spotted 
and blotched widi varying shades of dark brown, heavier at 
)he larger end. 



Bartramian Sandpiper; Upland Plover. — Bartrama 
lon^cauia. 11.50 

Uncommon Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Tail long; outer wing feathers barred %vith 
wUte; upper parts mizture of black and light brown; 
under parts iMiffy to white; breast and sides streaked 
wilh black; bill over an inch long. 

No nest here is recorded. 
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SouTARY Sandpiper. — Helodronuu soUiarim. 8.40 

Fairly G>iniiion Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Swallow-like fli^t; an inch Ibnger than the 
Spotted Sandpiper, but habits similar; not quite so active. 

The habits of this q>ecies are similar to those of fkt Spotted 
Sandpqper. ^ If one can get a good view of Solitarius in flight 
the barred axillars are the best means of identification. It 
undoubtedly breeds in Albany G>unty, as it has been taken 
here in June and July, but no nest has been found. 

Yellow-legs; Summer Yellow-legs. — Tetanus 
fUmpes. 10.76 

Not Uncommon in Fall 

Field marks. — Resembles following species, but is about four 
inches smaller; bill nearly an inch and a half long. 

Greater Yellow-legs; Winter Yellow-legs. — 
Totamu mdanokucm. 14.00 

Not Uncommon in the Fall 

Field marks. — Upper parts dusky, barred with gray; under 
parts white; diroat streaked, breast and sides barred %vidi 
black; tail black, white at base. Bill over two inches 
in. length. 

The gunners here take several of die above species every 
Autumn. 
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Semipalmated Sandpiper 145 

5EMIPALMATED SANDPIPER. — Ereuneies pum31u$. 6.30 

Fall Migrant 

Field marks. — Over an inch smaller than Spotted Sandpiper, 
but plumage similar; has swallow-like flight 



Least Sandpiper. — Aciodromas mimtiUa. 6.00 

Fall Migrant 

Field marks. — Smallest Sandpiper seen here; similar in 
plumage and habits to AcUtis maadaria. 



DowiTCHER. — Macrmhamphm grisecis. 10.50 
Recorded as Rare Straggler 

Wilson's Snipe. — CaUinago deUcata. 1 1 .25 

Not Unammion in Fall 

Field marks. — Head striped with black and buff; form similar 
to Woodcock; general plumage black and buff. 

A few of diese birds f aD victims to the hunter every Fall 
and it is believed diat diey breed here sparingly. Wilson's 
Snipe is a smaller, more dainty bird than the Woodcock. 

10 
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146 The Birds of Albany County 

American Woodcock. — PhUohela minor. 11.00 

Rare Simuner Resident 

Field nudkf. — ^Bill nearly diree inches in knglfa; tail short; 
wings of good length; ores set high up in head; plumage 
checked, barred, and motded widi various diades of 
brown* upper parts darker; diree black bars across top of 
head; markings less pronounced and under parts bright 
buff » in Autumn. 

There is no bird more (fifficult to observe than the 
Woodcock, thounJi occasionally one will be encountered just 
at sundown out in the open and then apparendy least mindful 
of other creatures. Once, only, I observed one erocuting its 
eccentric ffic^t-song. It arose in a spiral flif^t to a 
considerable height, uttering die while a series of whuding 
notes, without mdody, and then fell back to die earth. 
Probably die female was near at hand and die performance 
was being given for her ddectation, but I came upon die bird 
so suddenly that die act was not repeated. During the love 
season the male becomes a true G>ck of die Wood and struts 
and parades his fine figure and plumage before the admiring 
female, generally choosing a fallen log for his stage. Our 
artist, Mr. Ridiard, mounted a young male in this strutting 
attitude, following closely the descriptions furnished by two 
dose observers, and from this made die drawing reproduced 
in Plate XVI. 

A fledgling was once brought to me and I devoted several 
days to its care, but it moped in a comer, refused all food, 
and finally died. Once I came upon two parent birds and 
four fuD-fledged young, standing motionless m a small circle. 
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American Woodcock 147 

on the ground, in a groiq> of white birches. They put to 
flight on my appearance, and, on examining die place ¥^ere 
fkty had been, I fouid a large Milk Snake. This reptile is a 
noted devourer of birds and, yAOt I discredit die tales of 
**make charming*' that I have heard, I could not help wonder- 
ing if His Snakeship had managed somehow to hypnotize the 
Woodcocks. At any rate the spdl was broken ¥^en I 
appeared. In two minutes the snake was dead. I have never 
found the nest of die Woodcock and I know of no one who 
has found it in Albany Gnmty. Nevertheless, il widiout 
doubt breeds here qiarin^y. Four darkly colored eggs are 
laid, early in the Spring, in a depression in die dead leaves 
on the ground* 
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ORDER PALUDICOLiE 

Family Rallidae 

Subfamily Fulicinae 

American Coot; Mud-hen. — FuUca ammcana. 15.00 

Summer Readent 

Field marks. — Ckickeii-like bill; upper parts blackish; under 
parts lighter. 

Breeds in the cattail marshes of Watenrliet and Green 
Island. Nest, a low reedy structure; eggs, eight to fifteen, 
bufiy ground, speckled with brown and black. 



Sub£Emaily Rallinae 

SoRA; Carolina Rail. — Porzana caroUm. 8.50 

Common Summer Resident 

Fidd marks. — Short, yellow bill; upper parts brown, streaked 
widi black; under parts bluish-fl^ay to white on belly; 
center of crown and line down middle of neck, black. 

This litde Rail is more often heard than seen. Its nest 
has been found in the cattail marshes along the river. It is 
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Virginia Rail 149 

made of grass and placed on the ground. The eggs, from 
ei|^t to fifteen, are buffy, spotted with pale brown. 



ViRQNiA Rail. — Rdlus wgmanm. 9.50 

Fairly Common Summer Resident 

Field marks. — Bill an inch and a half in length, slightly 
curved; upper parts dark grayish-brown, streaked %^tfa 
blackish; warm brown on wings; under parts lighter 
brown, streaked and spotted with black and white. 

The habits and range of this bird are similar to diose of the 
preceding spedes. 
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ORDER HERODIONES 

Family Ardeicbe 

Subfamily Ardeinas 

Black-crowned Night Heron. — Njfcticorax n^ticarax 

ritfvtitt. 24.00 

Uucommoii Simuner Resident 

Field marks. — Black crown and back; forehead and under 
parts white or whitish; rump, tail, and wings gray; two 
slender plumes, eight inches in length, extend from the top 
of the head backward; legs and feet yellow. 

This bird is a summer resident of Albany G>unty, but is 

not found so numerously as the following species. It is about 

seven inches longer than the Green Heron, its upper parts 

are darker, and under parts much lighter; therefore it is not 

difficult to distinguish between the two. The Night Heron 

generally breeds in colonies, but in Albany Gnrnty only 

isolated nests have been foimd. The nests are placed in trees 

and the eggs are pale Uutsh-green. 

Green Heron. — Buiarides vire$cem. 1 7.05 

Gwunon Summer Resident 

Field mariu. — Long beak, neck, and legs; short tail; upper 
parts dark iridescent green, with infusion of gray; 
bluish cast to wings; feathers of back long and pointed; 
sides of throat and neck dark chestnut; narrow black 
and white stripe down center of throat; imder parts gray. 

If you see a darkly colored bird, flying low, with heavy 

Mring strokes, about the size of a Crow, but of such different 

ISO 
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Great Blue Heron 151 

appearance that you feel sure it is not a Crow, you can rest 
assured that it is the Little Green Heron. F.xamined closely 
the bird is found to have all the Heron characteristics. When 
the bird is on the wing it looks much darker than it really is. 
In marshy places or along inland streams hereabouts, where 
the forest growth forms a tangle of interlacing branches, the 
Green Heron is quite common all through the Summer. 

This is the Inrd that is called the Poke by the hunters, 
who seem to hold it in contempt and generally send after it a 
charge of shot But hunters are not generally very exact 
ornithologists and they fail to understand that our litde Green 
Heron is entirdy inoffensive, and has just as good a right to 
live as the more elegant song-4>irds. 

The nest is a flat platform of sticks placed in a tree, fronoi 
ten to thirty feet from the ground. Five or six pale green 
eggs are laid. 



Great Blue Heron. — Ardea herodias. 42.00-50.00 

Uncommon Summer Resident; Common During Fall 
Migration 

Field marks. — ^Largest bird seen here; general tone of upper 
parts light slate-gray, with faint bluish cast in strong 
light; black markings on crown, edge of wings, breast, 
and belly; bill from four and a half to over six inches 
in length; very long neck; slender body; long thin legs; 
often stands motionless for some time in shallow water. 

In October this great bird is a very common migrant 
throughout the Hudson Valley. In riding on the train 
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between Albany and New York I haye teen from the car 
wimIow dozens of diem standing motionless in the shallow 
water on die edge of die river. Eiren where the track was very 
dose to die water, the Great Blues did not seem to mind the 
tecmendom noise, familiarity evidendy having bred indiCerence 
is this case. The Great Blue Heron breeds in goodly 
numbers in die northern part of the State, but it can be recorded 
as a summer resident in Albany Giunty, as only recendy nests 
WCM found in Vooihcetville. The nest is a great, rude 
platform of sticks fJaced high in a tree. The eggs are slightly 
larger than diose of a barnyard hen and are pale Uue. 



Subfamily Botaurinffi 

Least BmERN.—Ardeita exUU. 13.00 

Rare Summer Resident 

Fidd marks. — Under parts bufiy-white; crown, back, and tail 
listening black; sides of neck light brown, back of neck 
diestnut; light brown patdi on wing; duU black patch 
on either side of breast; heron-like in form. 

This small water-bird breeds sparingly in the cattail marshes 
of Green Island and Watervliet It is difficult to observe as 
it has a way of hiding itself among die reeds on the approach 
of an enemy. The nest is a platform of reeds, woven among 
the growing cattails. From diree to six very light-blue eggs 
are laid. 
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American Bittern 153 

American Bittern. — Botaurm lentiginotus. 28.00 

Rare Summer Readent 

Fidd marks. — Upper parts dark brown and bufiy; black 
streak on eadi SKle of neck; under parts light buif, 
streaked widi brown; bill yellow; form heron-Uke. 

The strange guttural notes of diis stupid-appearing bird, 
which Mr. Hoftnan thinb resemble the syllables **plum 
puiiW or wdf^Ht<hutJf^^** or " like die gurgling of a pump,** 
are occasionally heard in Albany Gnrnty in about the same 
localities as I have ascribed to the Least Bittern. It is sli^dy 
larger than the Ni|^t Heron, from which it can be distinguidied 
in K^X by its brownish upper parts. The lat nest of reeds is 
made on the ground in marshes. From diree lo five li|^t 
bufiy eggs are laid. 
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ORDER ANSERES 

Family Anatidce 

Sub&mily Anserinas 
Canada Goose. — Br4mta canaienm. 35.00-43.00 

The hooking of the fork-shaped flocks of Wild Geese, as 
they pass over in the early Spring and late Fall, is familiar to 
everyone in this Gnuity, even residents of cities. Occasi oD al l y 
they pause for a short time along the river or on some inland 
pond. 



Sub&mily Fuliguiinae 

White-winged Scoter. — Oidemia deglanii 22.00 

One instance on record. 

Old-squaw. — Harelda hyemalU. 21.00 

Rare strag^er in Winter. Can be told by the long* middle 

tail-feathers. 
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BUFFLErHEAD 1 55 

BuFFLE-HEAD. — Choritonstta albeola. 14.76 

One pair was shot near the Helderbergi so late in the Spring 
as to lend color to the possibility of its breeding here. It is 
commonly regarded, however, as a very rare migrant. It 
has an apparendy black head with a white patch like a small 
night-cap over the top, coming down under die eyes. 



American Golden-eye; Whistler. — Clangula clangula 
americana. 20.00 

Rare Winter Visitant 

Field marks. — Head black; (on near view, green or deep 
violet, according to intensity of light) ; large white patch 
in front of eye; back ebony black; rest of plumage snow 
white. 

The loud, whisding sound made by the wings of this swift- 
flying Duck has given it the common name of Whisder. 
Several exanqples have been observed here in Winter on the 
river. 



Barrow*s Golden-eye. — Clangula Ulandica. 20.00 
Rare Wmter Visitant 

Field mariu. — ^White patch at base of bill, triangular; rest of 
plumage very similar to clangula americana. 

Several examples of this Duck have been taken on the 
Hudson River, just north of Albany. It has also been ob- 
served and shot in Saratoga Gnrnty. 
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156 The Birds of Albany County 

Lesser Scaup Duck; Little Blackhead; Little 
Bluebell. — Ajfthj^a afim. 16.50 

Very rare straggler b Fall. 

Redhead. — Ay^thjfa ammcana. 19.00 

Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — Head and neck bright reddish-brown; specnlvm 
gray; breast and upper parts black to gray; plumage 
considerably barred; belly white. 



Subfamily Anatinae 

Wo(X> Duck.— i4ix tpoma. 18.50 

Uncommon Summer Resident 



Fidd marks. — Long occipital crest of purple and white 
feathers; speculum steel-blue; upper parts iridescent; 
long fan-shaped tail. 

This has long been regarded as the most beautiful Duck 
in America. In earlier days it probably bred freely in this 
vicinity, but has now nearly disappeared. However, there are 
records of its having bred along die Normanskill within die 
past six years. Every Fall the taqpat gunner takes two or 
uiree. 

The eggs, from four to sixteen, yellowish-white, are laid 
in the hollow of a tree. 
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Pintail 157 

Pintail.— Da/i/a acuta. 28.00 
Not UncommoQ Fall Migrant 

Field marks. — Speculum from bronze to green; central feather 
of tail yery long; upper parts brown and gray; under 
parts white. 

Blue-winged Teal. — Querquedula iucon, 16.00 

Green-winged Teal. — Neiiion caroUnenm. 14.55 

Both species are not uncommon Fall migrants through this 
G>unty. To be identified they should be seen close enough 
to observe the brilliant blue and green specula. 



Black Dvck.— Aim obicura. 22.00-25.00 

Rare Summer Resident 

Field marks. — ^Very swift flier; looks black or sooty to 
beholder with ^ass.^ 

Mr. H. H. Valentine informs me that diis magnificent Duck 
undoubtedly breeds here sparingly. I once saw a nest in 
central GMmecticut It was placed on the ground, among 
clusters of huckleberry bushes, on the top of a high mountain, 
about a mile from a small credc down in the valley. It was 
lined with dusky feathers, apparendy plucked from the bird's 
body. The eggs numbered eleven and were dull greenish- 
white. 

> There it a red-legged varUnt of which may migrate through this 
this spedei (Anas obscura rubripes) County. 
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158 The Birds of Albany County 

Mallard. — Amu boichas. 23.00 

Rare Migrant 

Field marks. — Speculum violet, bordered with black and 
while; head and neck lustrous green; white ring about 
neck; looks like a domestic drake. 



Subfiunily Mergince 

Hooded Merganser. — Laphodjftet cucuUaUn. 17.50 

Uncommon Migrant 



American Merganser; Goosander; Sheldrake. — 
Mergamer americamu. 22.00 

Wmter visitant; several records. 
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ORDER LONGIPENNES 

Family Laridce 

Subfiamily Steminse 

Black Tern. — Hj^drochdidon mgra surmmemtt. 10.00 

Straggler during migration; one record. 



Sub&mily Larinas 

Herring Gull. — Lanu argaiiatm. 24.00 

Common in Early Spring 

Field marks. — Entire under parts, head, and neck pure white; 
back and wings Ii|^t gray. 

Very early m die Spring, just after the ice has gone out 
of the river, I have observed several of these guOs over the 
Hudson about a mile nordi of Albany, and over the Mohawk 
River as far west as Amsterdam. In April one or two are 
generally to be seen on the river, from the lower to the 
upper parts of the Capital City. They remam about here, 
however, only a short time and then speed northward to breed. 
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160 The Birds of Albany County 

Aside from one other straggler it is the only Gull to visit this 
G>imt3r. 



BcmAPARTE's Gull. — Lanu phUadelphia. 14.00 

Straggling Early Spring Migrant 

Field marks. — Head black; rest of plumage similar to Herring 
GuU. 

One Tery fine specimen of this Gull was shot over the 
Hudson River just below Albany in May, 1896. It was 
probaUy a strag^er, as I have no other record of its being 
seen hereabouts. 
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ORDER PYGOPODES 

SUBORDER CEPPHI 

Family Alcidse 

Subfamily Alcinas 

Brunnich*s Murre. — Uria lontpia. 16.50 

Very rare Wmter visitant One was taken recently in 
Saratoga County. 

Sul^Bonily Phalerine 

Black Guillemot; Sea Pigeon. — Cepphm grylle. 
13.00 

One record, m Winter. 



Family Gaviidce 

LOON.—Cmna imber. 32.00 

Red-throated Loon. — Cawa Utmme. 25.00 

Not uncommon migrants, but have not been known to 
pause. 
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SUBORDER PODICIPEDBS 

Family Podicipidce 

PiED-BiLLED Grebe. — Poiilj^buM poUceps. 13.51 

Uncommon Summer Readent 

Field marks. — ^Moves about surface of water like a Duck; bill 
light, crossed by band of black; plumage various shades 
of brown, darker in Autumn. 

This small bird of our inland waters is more generally 
known by die name of Hell-diver for its skill m disappearing 
beneath the surface on the approadi of an enemy. Their 
hearing is extremely acute and the stories of their dodging 
gun-shot are not exaggerated. I have seen them shot at from 
a distance of about four rods and they easily dived beneath 
the water before the shot struck the surface. So soon as the 
reveiberations of the discharge had died away the little Dab- 
chick (another common name) arose to the surface and floated 
soenely about, but always with an eye on the offensive 
gunner. Once upon a time I managed to crawl througji 
some close brush, very near to where (me was swimming 
unconcernedly on the quiet water. When the smoke of my 
gun had cleared up, I found the body of the pretty creature 
floating on the surface. This was my only offense. These 
Grd>es breed sparingly in Albany G>unty. The nest is built 
among the reeds. The eggs are from four to ei^t and are 
dull white. 
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Horned Grebe 163 

Horned Grebe. — Cdj^bus auritus. 13.50 

Rare Migrant 

Fidd marks. — Featfaert of head black and lic^t brown, and 
stand out like a monk's cowL giving the bird a bizarre 
appearance; upper parts reddish-brown to blackish; white 
patch on wing. 

If one can get close enough to diis Grebe to observe its 
strange head, identification will be easy, for ihere is no other 
bird at all like it 



Holb(ELL*s Grebe. — Columbus holbcsM. 19.00 
A very much larger species, recorded here but once. 
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Birds of Washington Park 



The appended list of the birds of Washington Parlu 
Albany, u ihe result of ihe observations of ihree conservatiye 
bird students whose notes cover a period of about eight years. 
A Urge number of these birds, which are sumner r e si de n t s of 
this G>imty, remain in the Park throughout the Summer, and 
build their nests in the trees or shrubbery; a number are seen 
occasionally in Winter, and the rest pause for a few days 
during the Spring or Fall migration. The list includes 
seventy-four species, but it is not intended to convey the idea 
that diis number is complete, as any of the birds which pass 
this way are liable to pay a visit to our beautiful breathing 
spot The list is as follows: 



Bluebird 
American Robin 
Hermit Thrush 
Olive-backed Thnnh 
Wilson's Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
Rid>y-crowned Kin^et 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Chickadee 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White4>reasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 



Broi¥n Thrasher 
Catbird 
Mockingbird 
American Redstart 
Canadian Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Northern Yellow-throat 
Oven-bird 
Pine Warbler 

Black-throated Green Warbler 
Blackbumian Warbler 
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American Golden-Eye 



Plate XXI 
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Birds of Washington Park 
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Black-poD WarUer 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Chestnut-sicled Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Myrtle Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Northern Parula Warbled 
NashviUe Warbler 
Black and White Warbler 
White-eyed Vmo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Warbling Vueo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Cedar Wazwing 
Scarlet Tanager 
Indigo-bird 

Rote-breasled Grosbeak 
Towhee 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Slate-colored Junco 
Chipping Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 



Vesper Sparrow 

American Goldfinch 

American Crossbill 

English Sparrow 

Purple Finch 

Purple Grackle 

Rusty Blackbird 

Baltimore Oriole 

Orchard Oriole 

Red-winged Blackbird 

CowlHrd 

American Crow 

Least Flycatcher 

Wood Pewee 

Phoebe 

Kingbird 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

Chimn^ Swift 

Northern Flicker 

Yellow-bellied Sapsocker 

Downy Woodpecker 

Hairy Woodpecker 

Belted Kingfisher 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

Screech (M 
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166 The Birds of Albany County 

HYPOTHETICAL UST 
Short-billed Marsh Wren. — CUtoAonu tiellarU, 

American Pipit; Titlark. — Anlhu$ pawhmau. 
(UDdoubtedly present, ibougb no reconk are avaiUUe.) 

Connecticut Warbler. — CeoMppU ogilu. 

Prairie Warbler. — Daiiroka ducolar. 

Henslow*s Sparrow. — Ammoiramm hendomi 

Northern Raven. — Coivm carax prindpalU. 

Horned Lark. — Oioccm alpeitrk. 

American Three-toed Woodpecker. — Pkmdu 

Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. — PkcUu atcAcm. 
American Hawk Owl. — Sunia ubda caparoch. 

Golden Eagle. — AquUa chrifsaetoi. 
(Last record in this ndnity, Sdienectady County, 1851.) 

Piping Plover. — lEfkHA md^^u 

American Widgeon. — Martca ameriama. 

Red-legged Black Duck. — Atm ob$cura rubripes. 
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SYSTEMATIC TABLE 



The system of nomendatme adopted in recent yean by the 

American Ornithologists* Union is direcdy the reverse of that 

which has been used throughout this book. This reverse 

order has been pursued for the reason that the iAd tyttem 

brings the more familiar and attractive birds at once before 

the reader and places the lower and less familiar forms at 

die end. From the S3rslemist*s point of view the A. O. U/s 

Check-list is die better, as it is founded on the theory of 

evolution in which the lower orders come first, and are 

arranged in an ascending scale until the most highly speciai- 

ized forms are reached. For the convenience of the student, 

die Orders, Suborders, Families, and Subfamilies of die birds 

of Albany G>unty are appended, according to the A. O. U. 

nomenclature: 

^^^ PACE 

I. ORDER PYGOPODES: Diving Birds. . . 161 

Suborder Podicipedes: Grebes 162 

Family Podidpidae: Grebes 162 

Suborder Cepphi: Loons and Auks 161 

Family Gaviidae: Loons 161 

Family Alddae: Auks, Murres, and 

PulBns 161 

Subfamily Phalerinse: Auklets, Murre* 

lets, and Guillemots 161 

Subfamily Alcinae: Auks and Murres. 161 

II. ORDER LONGIPENNES: Long-winged 

Swimmers 1 59 

Family Laridae: Gulls and Terns 1 59 

Subfamily Larinae: Gulls 1 59 

Subfamily Steminae: Ttms 1 59 
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168 Birds of Albany County 

PAGE 

V. ORDER ANSERES: Lamellirostral Swim- 
men 154 

FamOy Anaticlae: Ducks, Geese, and 

Swans 154 

Subfamily Merginse: Mergansers. ... 15ft 

Subfamily Anatinse: River Ducb. . . 156 

Subfamily FuliguKnee; Sea Ducks. . . 154 

Subfamily Anserinae: Geese 154 

VIL ORDER HERODIONES: Herons, Storks, 

Ibises, etc 150 

Suborder Herodh: Herons, Egrets, Bit- 

tens, etc ISO 

Family Ardekhe: Herons, Bitlemt, etc. . 1 50 

Subfamily Botaurine: Bitterns 152 

Subfamily Ardeinae: Herons and 

Egrets. 150 

VIII. ORDER PALUDICQL/E: Cranes, Rails, 

etc 14ft 

Suborder Ralu: Rails, GaOinules, 

Gwts, etc 14ft 

Family Rallidse: Rails, Gallinules, and 

Coots.... 148 

Subfamily Rallinae: Rails 14ft 

Subfamily Fulidnse: Coots. 14ft 

IX. ORDER UMICQL/E: Shore Birds 141 

Family Scolopacide: Snipes, Sandpipers, 

etc 142 

Family Charadriidse: Plovers. 141 

X. ORDER GALUN^E: Gallinaceous Birds. . 137 
Suborder Phasiani: Pheasants, Grouse, 

Quails, etc 137 

Family Tetraonidae: Grouse, Partridges, 

etc 137 

Subfamily Perdidnse: Partridges 139 

Subfamily Tetraoninae: Grouse 137 
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PAGE 

XI. ORDER COLUMB^: Bgeons and Dow. 135 

Family Grfunibide: Pigeons and Doves. 135 

XII. ORDER RAPTORES: Birds of Piey. ... 123 
Suborder Falcones: Vidtures, Falcons. 

Ea^es, etc 127 

Family Falconidae: Falcons. Hawks» 

Eagles, etc 127 

Subfamily Acdpitrinse: Hawks, 

Ea^es, etc 128 

Subfamily Pandionins: Careys.... 127 

Suborder Striges: Owls 123 

Family Strigidae: Barn Owls 126 

Family Bubonidae: Homed Owls, Hoot 

Owls, etc 123 

XIV. ORDER COCCYGES: Cuckoos. King- 
fishers, etc 120 

Suborder Cuculi: Cuckoos, etc 122 

Family Cuculidae: Cuckoos. Anis» etc. . 122 
Subfamily Cocc3rzinae: American 

Cuckoos 122 

Suborder Alcyones: Kingfishers 120 

Family Alcedinidae: Kingfishers 120 

XV. ORDER PICI: Woodpeckers. Sapsuckers. 

etc 116 

Family Picids: Woodpeckers 116 

XVI. ORDER MACROCHIRES: Goatsuckers. 

Hummingbirds. Swifts, etc 112 

Suborder Caprimulgi: Goatsuckers, etc. 114 
Family Caprimulgidae: Nighthawks. 

Whip-poor-wills, etc 114 

Suborder Cypseu: Swifts 113 

Family Micropodidae: Swifts 113 

Subfamily Chaeturinoe: Spine-tailed 

Swifts 113 

Suborder Trochiu: Hummingbirds 112 

Family Trochilidae: Hummingbirds. ... 112 
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PAGE 

XVII. ORDER PASSERES: Perching Birdt. ... 23 
Suborder Clamatores: Soni^ess Perch- 
ing Birdt 105 

Family Tsrrannidae: Flycatchers 105 

Suborder Oscines: Song Birds 23 

Family Alaudidae: Larks 104 

Family G>rvidae: Crows. Magpies, Jays, 

etc 99 

Subfamily Gamiline: Magpies and 

Jays 102 

Subfamily Corvin«: Crows 99 

Family Icteridae: Blackbirds, Orioles, etc 92 
Family Fringillidae: Finches, Sparrows, 

etc 76 

Family Tanagridae: Tanagers 74 

Family Hirundinidae: Swallows 70 

Family Anq^elidae: Waxwings 68 

Subfamily Ampelins: Waxwings. ... 68 

Family Laniide: Shrikes 67 

Family Vireonide: Vireos 63 

Family Mniotiltidae: Wood Warblers. . 46 
Family Troglodytide: Thrashers, Wrens, 

etc 38 

Subfamily Mimins: Thrashers 43 

Subfamily Tro^^odytinse: Wrens. ... 38 

Family Certhiidae: Creepers 38 

Family Paridae: Nuthatches and Tit- 
mice 33 

Subfamily Sittinae: Nulfaalches 36 

Subfamily Parinae: Titmice 33 

Family Sylviidae: Warblers, Kinglets, and 

Gnatcatchers 32 

Subfamily Regulinae: Kinglets 32 

Family Turdidae: Thrushes, Bluebirds, 

etc 23 

Subfamily Turdinae: Thrushes 23 
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Paob 

Acanthis linaria 89 

linaria rostrata 90 

Accipiter atricapillus 133 

oooperii 133 

velox 134 

Acknowledgments 9 

Actitis macularia 143 

Actodiomas nunutilla. . . . 14$ 

^gialitis meloda 166 

semipalmata 141 

Agelaius phoeniceus 97 

Aix sponsa i$6 

Alaudidae 104 

Aloedinidae lao 

Alcidae x6i 

Ammodramus henslowii . . 1 66 

Ampelidte 68 

Ampelis cedrorum 68 

garrulus 69 

Anatidte 154 

Anasboschas 158 

obscura 157 

obscura rubripes . 1 57 , z66 

Anseres 154 

Anthus pensilvanicus 166 

Antrostomus vodferus. . . 115 

Aquila chrysaStos 166 

Archiboteo lagopus sancti 

-johannis 130 

Ardea herodias 151 

Ardeidte 150 

Ardetta exilis 152 

Asio accipitrinus 115 

wilaonianus 125 



Paob 

Astragalinus tristis 88 

Aythya affinis 156 

americana 156 

Bartramia longicauda. ... 143 

Bittern, American i $3 

Least z$a 

Blackbird, Crow 9a 

Red-winged 97 

Rusty 93 

Blackhead, Little 156 

Blue-bill, Little 156 

Bluebird a3 

Bobolink 98 

Bob-white 139 

Bonasa umbellus 137 

Botaurus lentiginosus 153 

Branta canadensis 1 54 

Bubo viiginianus 123 

Bubonidse ia3 

Buffle-head i$$ 

Bunting, Bay-winged 86 

Indigo 76 

Snow 87 

Butcher-bird 68 

Buteo borealis 133 

lineatus 131 

platypterus 131 

Butoride»B virescens 150 

Calcarius lapponicus 87 

Canary, Wild 88 

Caprimulgidse 114 

Carpodacus purpureus. . . 91 

Catbird 44 

171 
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Pagb 

Cedar-bird 68 

Cepphus grylle i6i 

Certhia faxniliaris ameri- 

cana 38 

Ccrthiidae 38 

Ceryk alcyon lao 

Chstura pelagica 113 

Chaiadriidae 141 

Charadritis dominicus 14a 

Charitonetta albeola 155 

Chat, Yellow-breasted 47 

Chatterer 70 

Chebec 105 , 107 

Chewink 78 

Chickadee 33 

Hudsonian 36 

Chippy 83 

Chordeiks virginianus 114 

Circus hudsonius 134 

Cistothorus stellaris ... 39 , 166 
Clangula dangula ameri- 

cana 155 

islandica 155 

Coccyges lao 

Coccyzus americaniis 121 

er3rthrophthalmus. . . xaa 

Colaptes aurates luteus. . . x x6 

Colinus virginianus 139 

Columbflc 135 

Columbidte 135 

CDl3rmbti8 auritus 163 

holbcellii 163 

Compsothlypis americana 

U8ne« 61 

Contopus virens 107 

Coot, American 148 

Corvidae 99 

Corvus americanus 99 

ossifragus loa 

corax principalis 166 



Paob 

Cowbird 77 

Creeper, Black and White 63 

Brown 38 

Crossbill, American 90 

Red 90 

White-winged 90 

Crow, American 99 

Pish zoa 

Cuckoo, Black-billed xaa 

Yellow-billed laa 

Cuculids laa 

Cyanocitta cristata loa 

Cyanospiza cyanea 76 

Dabchick z6« 

Dafila acuta 157 

Dendroica aestiva 60 

blackbumiae $s 

caerulea $7 

ceerulescens 59 

castanea 56 

coronata 59 

discolor 166 

maculosa 58 

palmanmi hypochry- 

sea 54 

pensylvanica 56 

striata 56 

tigrina 60 

vigorsii 54 

virens 55 

Dolichonyx oryzivorus ... 98 

Dove, Mourning 135 

Dowitcher 14S 

Dryobates pubescens me- 

dianus 118,119 

viUosus 119 

Duck, Black 157 

Lesser Scaup 156 

Red-legged Black .157,166 

Wood 156 
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Bttgle, American 130 

Bald 130 

Golden 166 

Bctopistes migratorius ... 135 

Bmpidonax flaviventris. . 107 

minimus 105 

traillii alnormn 106 

Breunetes pctsilltis 145 

Explanatory 15 

Paloo colmnbarius 129 

per^^us anatom. . 1S9 

sparverius isS 

Palconidae lay 

Finch, Purple 91 

Flicker, Northern 1 16 

Flycatcher, Alder 106 

Crested no 

Great-crested 108,110 

Least 105,106 

Olive-sided loS 

Yellow-bellied 107 

Frtngillids 76 

Fulica americana 148 

Galeoscoptes carolinensis . 44 

Galline 137 

Gallinago delicata 145 

GaTia imber i6i 

lumme 161 

GaTiids 161 

Geothlypis agilis 166 

Philadelphia $0 

trichas brachidactyla 49 

Golden-eye, Anoerican t ss 

Barrow's 155 

Goldfinch, American 88 

Goosander 158 

Goose, Canada 154 

Wild IS4 

Goshawk, American 133 



Paob 

Grackle, Purple 9s 

Grebe, Holboell*s 163 

Homed 163 

Pied-billed i6a 

Grosbeak, Pine 91 

Rose-breasted 77 

Grouse, Ruffed 137 

Guillemot, Black 161 

Gull, Bonaparte's 160 

Herring 159 

Haliflsetus leucocephalus . 130 

Harelda hyemalis 154 

Hawk, American Rough- 

hsgged 130 

American Sparrow.. . ia8 

Broad-winged 131 

Cooper's 133 

Duck 129 

Fish 127 

Hen 131 

Marsh 134 

Pigeon 129 

Red-shouldered 131 

Red-tailed 133 

Sharp-shinned 134 

Sparrow xa8 

Hell-diver 162 

Hefaninthophila chrysop- 

tera 6a 

peregrina 61 

rubricapilla 6a 

Herodiones 150 

Helodromas solitarius. . . . 144 
Heron, Black-crowned 

Night 150 

Great Blue 151 

Green 150 

Little Green 151 

Hirundinidae 70 

Hirundo erythrogastra ... 7a 
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Paob 
Hummingbird, Ruby- 
throated iia 

Hydrochelidon nigra suri- 

namensis 159 

Hylocichla alici» 31 

alids bicknelli 31 

fuscesoens 29 

guttata pallasii a8 

mustelina. 30 

ustulata swainsonii. . 31 
Hypothetical List 166 

Icteria virens 47 

Icteridae 9a 

Icterus galbula 94 

spurius 95 

Illustrations, List of 13 

Indigo-bird 76 

Introduction 17 

Iridoprocne bicolor 7a 

Jay, Blue 100 , loa 

Junco, Slate-colored 8a 

Junco hyemalis 8a 

Killdeer 141 

Kingbird 108 ,111 

Kingfisher, Belted lao 

Kinglet, Golden-crowned . 33 
Ruby-crowned. 3a 1 33 

Laniidaei 67 

Lanius borealis 67 

ludovicianus 67 

Laridae 159 

Lark, Homed 166 

Prairie Homed .. 104 

Larus argentatus 159 

Philadelphia 160 

Limicolae 141 

Longipennes 159 

Longspur, Lapland 87 



Paob 

Loon 161 

Red-throated 161 

Lophodytes cucuUatus ... 158 

Loxia curvirostra minor. . 90 

leucoptera 90 

Macrochires iia 

Macrorhami^us griseus. . 145 

Mallard 158 

Mareca americana 166 

Martin, Purple 74 

Meadowlark 96 

Megascops asio 134 

Melanerpes erythrocepha- 

lus 117 

Melospiza cinerea melodia 80 

georgiana 79 

lincolnii 80 

Merganser, American 158 

Hooded 158 

Merganser americanus. . . 158 

Merula migratoria as 

Micropodidse 113 

Mimus polygk>ttos 45 

Mniotilta varia 63 

Mniotiltidse 46 

Mockingbird 45 

Molothrus ater 77 

Mud-hen 148 

Murre, BrOnnich's 161 

Myiarchus crinitus no 

Nettion carolinensis 157 

Nighthawk 114,115 

Nuthatch, Red-breasted. 37 

White-breasted 36,37 

Nuttallomis borealis 108 

Nyctala acadica 134 

Nyctea nyctea 133 

Nycticorax nycticorax 

neevius 150 
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Oidemia deglands 154 

Olbiorchilus hiemalis 39 

Old-squaw 154 

Oriole, Baltimore 94 »95 

Orchard 95 

Osprey, American 137 

Otoooris alpestris 166 

alpestris praticola . . . 104 

Oven-bird 50 

Owl, Acadian 124 

American Bam 126 

American Hawk 166 

American Long-eared 125 

Barred 125 

Great Homed 123 

Hoot 125 

Monkey-faced 126 

Saw-whet 124 

Screech 124 

Short-eared 125 

Snowy 123 

Oxyechus vodferus 141 

Pahtdicoke 14S 

Pandion haliafitus caro- 

linensis 127 

Paridse 33 

Pftrtridge 137 

Partis atricapiUus 33 

httdsonicns 36 

Passer domesticns 91 

Passercnltts sandwichensis 

savanna 86 

Passerella iliaca 79 

Passeres 23 

Passerina nivalis 87 

Peabody-bird. 85 

Petrochelidon lunifrons. . 73 

Pewee, Wood 107 

Pheasant 137 

Philohela minor 146 



Paob 

Phcebe 107 , xo8 

Bridge 109 

Pid 116 

Picid« 116 

Picoides americanus 166 

arcticus 166 

Pigeon, Passenger 135 

Sea 161 

Wild 135 

Pinioola enudeator leu- 

cura 92 

Pintail 157 

Pipilo erythrophthahnus . 78 

Pipit, American 166 

Piranga erjrthromelas 74 

rubra 75 

Plover, American Golden . 142 

Piping z66 

Semipalmated 141 

Upland 143 

Podidpedes 162 

Podilymbus podiceps 162 

Pooeoetes gramineus 86 

Porzana Carolina 148 

Progne subis 74 

Pygopodes z6i 

Quail 139 

Querquedula disoors 157 

Quiscalus quiscula 92 

Rail, Carolina 148 

Virginia 149 

Rallidse 148 

Rallttsvirginianus 149 

Raptores 123 

Raven, Northern 166 

Red-bird, Summer 75 

Redhead 156 

Redpoll 89 

Greater 90 

Yellow 54 
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Redstart, American 46 

Reedbird 98 

Regulus calendula 3 a 

satrapa 33 

Ring-neck 141 

Riparia riparia 71 

Robin, American 35 

Sandpiper, Bartramian . . 143 

Least 145 

Semipaknated 145 

Solitary 144 

Spotted 14a 

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 118 

Sayomis phoebe 108 

Scolecophagus carolinus. . 93 

Scolopacids 142 

Scoter, White-winged 154 

Seiurus aurocapillus 50 

motaciUa 53 

noveboraoensis 54 

Setophaga ruticilla 46 

Sheldrake 158 

Shiner 89 

Shrike, Loggerhead 67 

Northern 67 

Sialia sialis 33 

Siskin, Pine 88 

Sitta canadensis 37 

carolinensis 36 

Snipe Wilson's 145 

Snowbird 8a 

Soowflake 87 

Sora 148 

Sparrow, Chipping S3 , 85 

English 91 

Field 83 

Pox 79 

Henslow's 166 

Lincoln's 80 



Paob 
Sparrow — CofU. 

Savanna 86 

Song 80,86 

Swamp 79 

Tree 84 

Vesper 86 

White-crowned ^9*^ 

White-throated 85 

Sphyrapicus varius 1 18 

Spinus pinus 88 

Spizella monticola 84 

pusiUa 83 

socialis 83 

Stelgidopteryx serripen- 

nis 70 

Strigids ia6 

Strix pratincola ia6 

Stumella magna 96 

Sumia ulula caparoch 166 

Swallow, Bank 71 

Bam 71 

Cliff 73 

Eave 73 

Rough-winged 70 

Tree 7a 

White-bellied 7a 

Swift, Chimney 113 

Sylviidae yi 

Symitun varium xas 

Systematic Tabte. 167 

Tanager, Scarlet 74. 7^r7T 

Summer 7$ 

Tanagridae 74 

Teal, Blue-winged 157 

Green-winged 157 

TelmatodytespakMtfm. . . 58 

Tern. Black 159 

Tetraonidae 137 

Thrasher, Brown 43 
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Paob 

Thrush, Bicknell's 31 

Brown 43 

Golden-crowned 50 

Grray-cheeked 31 

Hermit a8 

Olive-backed 31 

Swainson's 31 

Wilson's 39 

Wood 30 

Titlark, American 166 

Totanus flavipes 144 

melanoleucus 144 

Towhee 78 

Toxostoma ruf um 43 

Trochilid^ na 

Trochilus colubris i la 

Troglodytes aSdon 39 > 41 

Troglodytidae 38 

Turdids 33 

Tyrannidse 105 

l^i^&Qi^us tyrannus iii 

Una lomvia 161 

Veery 39 

Vireonid^ 63 

Vireo, Blue-headed 64 

Philadelphia 66 

Red-eyed 66 

Solitary 64 

Warbling 65.67 

White-eyed 63 

Yellow-throated 64 

Vireo flavifrons 64 

gilvus 65 

noveboracensis 63 

olivaceus 66 

philadelphicus 66 

solitarius 64 



Paok 
Warbler, Bay-breasted. . . 56 

Black and White 63 

Blackbumian 55 

Black-cap 47 

Black-poll 56 

Black-throated Blue. 59 
Black-throated Green 5 5 

C^anadian 47 

Cape May 60 

Cerulean 57 

Chestnut-sided 56 

Connecticut 166 

Golden-winged 6a 

Magnolia 58 

Mourning 50 

M3rrtle 59 

Nashville 6a 

Northern Parula 58,61 

Pine 54 

Prairie 166 

Tennessee 61 

Wilson's 47 

Yellow 46 , 60 

Yellow Palm 54 

Yellow-rumped 59 

Washington Paik,Birds of 164 

Water-thrush 54 

Louisiana 53 

Waxwing, Bohemian 69 

Cedar 68 

Whip-poor-will 115 

Whistler 155 

Widgeon 166 

Wilsonia canadensis 47 

pusilla 47 

Woodcock, American . .145 , 146 
Woodpecker, American 

Three-toed 166 

Arctic Three-toed. . . 166 
Downy 118 
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Woodpecker— Coftf. Yellow-legs 144 

Golden-winged 116 Greater 144 

Hairy 119 Stmuner X44 

Red-headed 117 Winter 144 

Wren, House 39>4Z YeUow-throat, Northern. 49 

Long-billed Marsh ... 38 

Short-billed Marsh. 39 , 1 66 Zamelodsa lodovidana ... 77 

Winter 39 Zenaidura macroura 13$ 

Zonotrichia albioollis 85 

Yellowbird, Summer 60 kuoophrys 85 

Yellow-hammer x 16 
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